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Oschersleben,	  11	  January	  1944	  
	  
G.	  William	  Potter	  and	  Lowell	  L.	  Getz	  
	  
Introduction	  	   On	   11	   January	   1944	   the	   8th	   Air	   Force	  mounted	   a	  maximum	  effort	  mission,	  with	   in	   excess	   of	   650	   heavy	   bombers	   dispatched	   deep	   into	   Germany,	   to	   aircraft	  manufacturing	  plants	  in	  the	  vicinity	  of	  Brunswick,	  approximately	  100	  miles	  west	  of	  Berlin.	   	   	   Three	   Combat	  Wings	   comprised	   of	   six	   Bomb	  Groups	   (41th	   CW:	   303,	   379	  Groups;	  94th	  CW:	  351,	  401	  Bomb	  Groups;	  1st	  CW:	  91,	  381	  Bomb	  Groups)	  of	  the	  1st	  Air	  Division	   had	   as	   the	   primary	   target	   the	   Focke	   Wulf	   190	   assembly	   plant	   at	  Oschersleben.	   	   	   Five	   other	  Groups	   of	   the	   1st	   Air	  Divisions	   (92,	   305,	   306,	   384,	   and	  Pathfinder,	  482)	  were	  assigned	  the	  Junkers	  plant	  at	  Halberstadt.	  	  When	  most	  of	  the	  B-­‐17s	   of	   the	   92nd	   Group	   could	   not	   drop	   on	   Halberstadt,	   the	   Group	   dropped	   on	  Oschersleben,	  its	  secondary	  target.	  	  Primary	  targets	  for	  the	  2nd	  and	  3rd	  Air	  Divisions	  were	  Brunswick	  and	  Osnabruck.	  Brigadier	   General	   Robert	   F.	   Travis,	  who	   led	   the	  Oschersleben	   Strike	   Force,	  flew	  with	   LTC	  William	  Calhoun	   in	   the	   Lead	   aircraft	   of	   the	  303rd	  Bomb	  Group,	   the	  lead	  Group	  of	  the	  41st	  CW,	  the	  Lead	  Combat	  Wing	  of	  the	  Oschersleben	  Strike	  Force.	  	  	  The	  41st	  CW	  was	  followed	  by	  the	  94th	  and	  1st	  Combat	  Wings,	  in	  that	  order.	  As	  the	  Strike	  Force	  assembled	  and	  moved	  over	  onto	  the	  continent,	  high	  cloud	  cover	  began	  to	  build	  up	  over	  the	  targets.	  	  As	  the	  weather	  conditions	  deteriorated	  it	  became	   evident	   that	   it	   would	   not	   be	   possible	   for	   fighter	   cover	   to	   protect	   the	  bombers	  on	  the	  trip	  back.	   	  Also,	   the	  home	  bases	  were	  beginning	  to	  cloud	  over.	   	   	  A	  recall	  was	  sent	  out	   to	   the	  2nd	  and	  3rd	  Air	  Divisions.	   	  Groups	  of	   the	  1st	  Air	  Division	  were	  within	   100	  miles	   of	   their	   targets	   and	  were	   allowed	   to	   continue,	   dropping	   a	  total	  of	  455.5	  toms	  of	  bombs	  on	  Oschersleben	  and	  142.7	  tons	  on	  Halberstadt.	   	  The	  4th	  Combat	  Wing	  of	   the	  3rd	  Air	  Division	  also	  was	  approaching	   the	   target	  and	  went	  on.	  	  Some	  of	  the	  recalled	  Groups	  dropped	  on	  targets	  of	  opportunity	  on	  the	  way	  back.	  	  The	  others	  went	  back	  without	  dropping.	  As	  a	  result	  of	  the	  recalls,	  the	  1st	  Bomb	  Division	  was	  exposed	  to	  almost	  the	  full	  force	   of	   the	   German	   air	   defense	   command,	   which	   was	   able	   to	   concentrate	   all	   it	  resources	  on	  those	  Groups	  going	  on	  to	  their	  targets.	   	  This	  was	  the	  heaviest	   fighter	  opposition	  since	  the	  Schweinfurt	  mission	  of	  14	  October	  1943.	  	  There	  were	  over	  400	  attacks,	  by	  207	  enemy	  fighters	  against	  the	  1st	  Air	  Division	  formations.	  	  One	  hundred	  seventy-­‐seven	  P-­‐47s	  (4th,	  56th,	  356th,	  and	  359th	  Fighter	  Groups)	  and	  49	  P-­‐51s	  (354th	  Fighter	  Group)	  provided	  cover	  for	  the	  1	  AD.	  	  There	  was	  good	  fighter	  cover	  by	  P-­‐47s	  on	   the	   penetration	   to	   the	   target,	   but	   only	   the	   P-­‐51s	   provided	   cover	   in	   the	   target	  area.	   	   Unfortunately	   the	   P-­‐47s	   that	   were	   to	   provide	   cover	   on	   the	   return	   were	  recalled.	  	  The	  1st	  AD	  bombers	  were	  on	  their	  own	  for	  the	  return.	  	  Thirty-­‐nine	  enemy	  aircraft	  were	  shot	  down.	  	  Thirty-­‐five	  of	  the	  139	  B-­‐17s	  attacking	  Oschersleben	  were	  shot	  down	  (91st,	  5;	  303rd,	  11;	  351st,	  6;	  379th,	  1;	  381st,	  8;	  401st,	  4),	  83	  others	  receiving	  damage.	   	   The	   total	   most	   likely	   would	   have	   been	   higher,	   but	   for	   the	   determined	  
efforts	   of	   the	   approximately	   two	   dozen	   P-­‐51s	   that	   persisted	   in	   attacking	   enemy	  fighters	  over	  the	  target	  area.	  	  These	  fighters	  remained	  in	  the	  area,	  providing	  cover	  to	  the	  B-­‐17s,	  until	  running	  low	  on	  fuel	  necessitating	  that	  they	  return	  to	  England.	  	  	  One	  of	   the	  P-­‐51	  pilots,	  Major	   James	  H.	  Howard	  (354th	  Fighter	  Group)	  was	  awarded	  the	  Medal	  of	  Honor	  for	  his	  actions	  that	  day	  when	  he	  single-­‐handed	  attacked	  a	  formation	  of	  30	  ME	  110	  fighters	  attacking	  the	  401st	  Bomb	  Group.	  	  In	   addition	   to	   the	   35	   B-­‐17s	   lost	   by	   the	   Oschersbleben	   force,	   another	   7	  bombers	  from	  the	  other	  1st	  Air	  Division	  Groups	  (92nd,	  2;	  306th,	  5;	  482nd,	  1),	  1	  from	  the	  2nd	  Air	  Division	  and	  18	  from	  the	  3rd	  Air	  Division	  were	  shot	  down,	  the	  total	   for	  the	  day	  being	  as	  many	  as	  had	  been	  lost	  on	  each	  of	  the	  Schweinfurt	  missions.	   	  Five	  fighters,	  1	  P-­‐38	  and	  4	  P-­‐47s	  were	   shot	  down	  (all	   five	  pilots	  were	  KIA);	   two	  P-­‐47s	  crashed	   on	   landing,	   killing	   both	   pilots.	   	   	   Personnel	   losses	   of	   the	   Oschersleben	  bombers	   shot	   down	   were:	   	   KIA,	   119;	   POW,	   224;	   EVD/RTD,	   7.	   	   An	   additional	   9	  crewmen	   on	   the	   returning	   planes	  were	   killed	   in	   the	   air,	   and	   11	  wounded.	   	   Total	  crew	   losses	   for	   the	   day	   were:	   KIA,	   238;	   	   POW,	   360;	   EVD/RTD,	   7.	   	   For	   its	  performance	   on	   the	   11	   January	   1944	   mission,	   the	   entire	   1st	   Air	   Division	   was	  awarded	  a	  Presidential	  Distinguished	  Unit	  Citation.	  	  
G.	  William	  Potter:	  	  Oschersleben,	  11	  January	  1944	  
	  G.	  William	  Potter,	  a	  Navigator	  in	  the	  91st	  Bomb	  Group,	  who	  was	  shot	  down	  on	  the	   Oschersleben	   mission,	   compiled	   an	   extensive	   account	   of	   the	   mission.	   	   The	  research	  for	  this	  work	  was	  done	  in	  the	  early	  1990’s,	  when	  many	  of	  the	  survivors	  of	  the	  mission	  were	   still	   alive.	   	   Bill	   conducted	   an	   exhaustive	   investigation,	   obtaining	  records	   from	  the	  National	  Archives,	   the	  Air	  Force	  Historical	  Research	  Agency,	  and	  the	  Memorial	  Associations	  of	  the	  Bomb	  Groups	  that	  took	  part	  in	  the	  mission,	  as	  well	  as	   interviews	   and	   correspondence	   with	   crew	   members	   who	   participated	   in	   the	  mission.	   	   During	   the	   next	   two	   years	   he	   added	   materials	   and	   corrections	   to	   the	  original	  account.	   	  The	  result	   is	   the	  most	  complete	  account	  of	   this	  mission	  that	  has	  been	   compiled.	   	   Unfortunately,	   Bill	   passed	   away	   before	   he	   was	   able	   to	   place	   his	  account	   in	   a	   repository	  where	   it	  would	   be	   available	   to	   those	   seeking	   information	  regarding	  the	  Oschersleben	  mission.	  As	  a	  historian	  for	  the	  91st	  Bomb	  Group,	  I	  worked	  closely	  with	  Bill	  for	  several	  years,	   during	   which	   time	   he	   provided	   valuable	   information	   for	   several	   of	   my	  projects.	  	  Because	  his	  account	  is	  one	  that	  cannot	  be	  matched,	  I	  asked	  permission	  of	  his	  daughters	   to	  place	   the	  account	   in	   the	  University	  of	   Illinois	  Electronic	  Archives,	  where	   it	  would	  be	  readily	  accessed	  by	  anyone	  making	   internet	  searches	  about	  the	  Oschersleben	  mission.	   	   They	   agreed	   to	  my	   doing	   this.	   	   I	   have	   scanned	   his	   entire	  manuscript,	   along	  with	   the	   addenda.	   	   Bill’s	   daughters	   scanned	   the	   “Exhibits”	   that	  support	  his	  basic	  text.	  	  The	  text	  and	  exhibits	  form	  the	  primary	  body	  of	  the	  website.	  I	  have	  access	  to	  a	  number	  of	  documents	  and	  sources	  not	  available	  to	  Bill	  at	  the	  time	  of	  his	  compilation.	  	  Although	  his	  main	  emphasis	  is	  on	  the	  91st	  Bomb	  Group,	  Bill	  included	  accounts	  from	  the	  other	  participating	  Bomb	  Groups.	  	  I,	  therefore,	  have	  added	  documents	  pertaining	  to	  the	  participation	  all	  Bomb	  Groups	  that	  dropped	  on	  Oschersleben:	  loading	  lists	  of	  all,	  but	  three	  squadrons	  of	  the	  six	  Groups	  participating	  
in	  the	  Oschersleben	  mission	  	  (379th	  Bomb	  Group,	  only	  pilots	  and	  aircraft	  for	  the	  525	  Squadron;	  381st	  Bomb	  Group,	   only	  pilots	   and	  partial	   loading	   lists	   for	   the	  352	  and	  534	   Squadrons);	   formation	   patterns	   for	   all	   groups;	   list	   of	   aircraft	   shot	   down,	  including	  Aircraft	  number,	  Group,	  Squadron,	  Aircraft	  name,	  how	  shot	  down,	  where	  crashed,	  pilot’s	  name,	  number	  of	  crew	  KIA,	  POW,	  RTD	  and	  EVD;	  list	  of	  MIA	  aircraft	  and	   crews,	   with	   fate	   of	   each	   crewman	   (and	   home	   town	   for	   most)	   who	   was	   shot	  down;	   various	   mission	   reports	   for	   each	   of	   the	   Bomb	   Groups.	   These	   records	   are	  included	   to	  add	  more	  detail	   and	  place	  at	  one	   site	   additional	   records	  pertaining	   to	  the	  mission.	   	   For	   the	   401st	   Bomb	  Group	   I	   include	   the	   entire	   “Report	   of	  Operation	  Day”,	  not	  only	  for	  the	  information	  contained	  in	  it,	  but	  as	  an	  example	  of	  the	  reports	  filed	  by	  each	  Bomb	  Group	  for	  a	  mission.	  	  
92nd	  Bomb	  Group	  
	  When	  Bill	  researched	  the	  Oschersleben	  mission	  in	  the	  early	  1990’s,	  the	  only	  information	   regarding	   participation	   of	   the	   92nd	   Bomb	  Group	  was	   that	   its	   Primary	  Target	  was	  Halberstadt.	   	   	   Since	   then,	   a	  unit	  history	  of	   the	  92nd	   (Elliott,	   1996)	  and	  information	   extracted	   from	   original	   mission	   reports	   by	   the	   92nd	   Bomb	   Group	  Association	   (http://92ndma.org/missions/44111oschersleben.htm)	   have	   shown	  that	  11	  aircraft	  of	  the	  92nd	  Bomb	  Group	  dropped	  on	  Oschersleben.	  	  Here	  I	  add	  that	  information	  to	  the	  records	  compiled	  by	  Bill.	  The	   92nd	   Bomb	   Group	   was	   assigned	   to	   the	   40th	   Combat	   Wing,	   with	   the	  primary	  target	  of	  Halberstadt	  and	  Oschersleben	  as	  its	  secondary	  target.	   	  As	  the	  40	  CW	  approached	  Halberstadt,	   the	  Wing	   Lead	  made	   a	   number	   of	   turns,	   resulting	   in	  only	  20	  seconds	  for	  synchronization	  of	  bombsights	  on	  the	  bomb	  run.	  	  That	  was	  not	  enough	   time	   for	  many	   of	   the	  Bombardiers.	   	   Because	   of	   this,	  most	   bombers	   of	   the	  92nd	  Bomb	  Group	  did	  not	  drop	  on	  Halberstadt	  (only	  five	  dropped	  on	  the	  target).	  	  As	  the	   40th	   CW	   came	   off	   the	   target,	   the	   92nd	   Group	   Lead,	   took	   the	   Group	   on	   to	  Oschersleben,	  its	  secondary	  target,	  dropping	  at	  1200	  hours	  at	  an	  altitude	  of	  19,000	  feet.	  	  	  Eleven	  of	  the	  17	  aircraft	  that	  went	  to	  Oschersleben	  were	  able	  to	  drop	  a	  total	  of	  204	  500-­‐pound	  GP	  bombs.	  	  After	  leaving	  the	  target,	  the	  92nd	  Bomb	  Group	  contacted	  the	  40	  CW	  via	  VHF,	  but	  could	  not	  rally	  with	  the	  Wing.	  	  The	  92nd	  Bomb	  Group	  joined	  up	  with	   the	  381st	  Bomb	  Group	  of	   the	  1st	  CW	   for	   the	   return	   to	  England.	   	  Two	  92nd	  Bomb	   Group	   B-­‐17s	   were	   lost	   on	   the	   mission,	   neither	   of	   which	   dropped	   on	  Oschersleben.	  	  Records	  pertaining	  to	  those	  92nd	  Bomb	  Group	  bombers	  and	  crewmen	  who	  dropped	  on	  Oschersleben	  are	  included	  in	  the	  Group	  accounts.	  	  
Sources	  
	  
	  
91	  Bomb	  Group	  	   http://www.91stbombgroup.com/	  	   	  	   The	  Ragged	  Irregulars	  of	  Bassinbourn.	  	  Marion	  H.	  Havelaar	  	  
92	  Bomb	  Group	  	   http://92ndma.org/missions/44111oschersleben.htm	  	  	  	  	   92nd	  Group	  (H)	  Fame’s	  Favored	  Few.	  	  Robert	  D.	  Elliott	  	  
303	  Bomb	  Group	  	   http://www.303rdbg.com/missionreports/098.pdf	  	  	   Might	   In	   	   Flight	   Daily	   Diary	   of	   the	   Eighth	   Air	   Forces	   Hell’s	   Angels	   	   303rd	  	   Bombardment	  Group(H).	  Harry	  D.	  	  Gobreht	  	  
351	  Bomb	  Group	  	   http://www.351st.org/ken.harbour/	  	  	  
379	  Bomb	  Group	  	   Shades	  of	  Kimbolton.	  	  Maurice	  A.	  Preston	  	  	   http://www.8thairforce.com/379th/search/44th_bg_missions.asp	  	  	  
381	  Bomb	  Group	  	   http://www.381st.org/UnitHistory/WarDiaries/532thBSWarDiary.aspx	  	  	   http://www.381st.org/UnitHistory/WarDiaries/533thBSWarDiary.aspx	  	  
	   http://www.381st.org/UnitHistory/WarDiaries/534thBSWarDiary.aspx	  	  	   http://www.381st.org/UnitHistory/WarDiaries/535thBSWarDiary.aspx	  	  	   Mighty	  Men	  of	  the381st:	  Heroes	  All.	  	  James	  Good	  Brown.	  	  	   Triumphant	  We	  Fly.	  	  Ken	  Stone.	  	  
	  
401	  Bomb	  Group	  	   http://www.401bg.org/Main/HistoricalSociety.aspx	  	  	  
General	  	  Heavy	  Bombers	  of	  the	  Mighty	  Eighth.	  	  Paul	  M.	  Andrews	  and	  William	  H.	  Adams.	  	  The	  Mighty	  Eighth	  A	  History	  of	  the	  Units,	  Men	  and	  Machines	  of	  the	  US	  8th	  Air	  Force.	  	  Roger	  A.	  Freedman	  	  
The	  Mighty	  Eighth	  War	  Diary.	  	  Roger	  A.	  Freedman	  	  The	  Mighty	  Eighth	  Combat	  Chronology.	  	  	  Paul	  M.	  Andrews	  and	  William	  H.	  Adams	  	  The	   Mighty	   Eighth	   Combat	   Chronology,	   Supplement.	   	   Personnel	   Associated	   With	  Heavy	  Bombers	  and	  Fighter	  Activities	  	   (lists	   of	   all	   downed	   bomber	   crews	   and	  those	  killed	  in	  their	  planes).	  	  Paul	  M.	  Andrews	  and	  William	  H.	  Adams	  	   	  
Acknowledgements	  	  	   Bill	  Potter	  acknowledged	  those	  who	  helped	  him	  with	  original	  research	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  addendum	  “If	  You	  Want	  To	  Know	  -­‐-­‐	  Ask.”	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  following	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  records	  or	  were	  helpful	  in	  granting	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  to	  use	  accounts	  and	  records	  for	  the	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   Bomb	   Groups:	   Lynn	   Gamma	   and	   Craig	   Mackey	   (Air	   Force	   Historical	  Research	   Agency,	   Maxwell	   AFB);	   Paul	   	   Andrews,	   (Project	   Bits	   and	   Pieces);	   James	  Shepherd	   (91	   Bomb	  Group);	   Gregory	   Alexander	   c(92	   Bomb	  Group);	   Gary	  Moncur	  (303	   Bomb	   Group);	   Rick	   School	   (351	   Bomb	   Group);	   Kevin	   Wilson	   (381	   Bomb	  Group);	  Don	  Byers	  (401	  Bomb	  Group)	  	   Dr.	   Colleen	   Getz	   photocopied	   loading	   lists,	   formation	   patterns,	   and	   other	  records	  for	  most	  of	  the	  Bomb	  Groups	  from	  the	  National	  Archives,	  College	  Park,	  MD.	  	  Bill	   Potter’s	   daughters,	   Valeri	   Gwin	   and	   Lisa	   Atchison,	   gave	  me	   permission	   to	   his	  manuscript	  as	  the	  basis	  of	  this	  website	  and	  photocopied	  the	  “Extracts.”	  	  	  
Organization	  of	  the	  web	  site	  
	  
	  Oschersleben,	  11	  January	  1944	  (G.	  William	  Potter)	  	  Exhibits	  to	  Oschersleben,	  11	  January	  1944	  	  Oschersleben,	  1st	  AD	  Target,	  Photograph	  	  91	  Bomb	  Group	  	  92	  Bomb	  Group	  	  303	  Bomb	  Group	  	  351	  Bomb	  Group	  	  379	  Bomb	  Group	  	  381	  Bomb	  Group	  
	  401	  Bomb	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  MIA	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322 Squadron Dailies 
 
 
 
   JANUARY 11 - The following A/C (B-17s) wee dispatched 
to assist in raid on Oschersleben, Germany: 
 A/C #  804 - Capt. LeRoy B. Everett 
                   Lt. Col. Milton 
        639 - 2nd Lt. John W. Smith 
        070 - 2nd Lt. Robert E. Fancher 
        940 - 1st Lt. Eldridge V. Greer 
        070 - 2nd Lt. J.C. Page 
        057 - 2nd Lt. Wayne E. Murdoch 
        815 - 2nd Lt. Albert W. Burton 
 
 
Bomb Load:  12 x 500 - 6 x 500 and 21 x ?47s 
Bomb Altitude:  19,000 
Bomb Results:  Excellent 
Time:  Take off 0800.  Target 1148.  Ar. Base 1520. 
A.A. Fire:  Meager to moderate and intense. 
 
Damage to A/C:  Two ships suffered major flak damage. 
A/C 815 and 940.  Two more suffered minor damage A/C 
070 and 804. 
 
Fighter Opposition:  75 to 100 E/A seen, E/A made 
aggressive attacks in groups of 3 to 20. 
 
Claims:  The following are credited with: 
    One FW190 destroyed by T/S Casmer Lekowski, T/T 940 
    One FW190 destroyed by 2/Lt Louie R. Dobbs, 
bombardier 940. 
    One FW190 destroyed by 2/Lt Louie R. Dobbs, 
bombardier 940 
    One FW190 destroyed by 2/Lt Louie R. Dobbs, 
bombardier 940 
    One Me109 destroyed by Sgt. Theodore Eicke, RWG 815 
    One Me109 destroyed by Sgt. Jack M. Taylor, TG 070 
    One Me110 destroyed by S/S Robert A. Mueller, TG 940 
    One FW190 damaged by T/S Cassmer W. Lekowski, TT 940 
    One Me110 damaged by S/S James Purton, RWG 940 
    One FW190 destroyed by T/S Ernest J. Koger Jr.,, 940 
    One Me109 destroyed by S/S Robert N. Clark, BTG 070 
    
Losses:  Crews of 2nd Lt. Page, A/C 076, and 2nd Lt 
Murdoch, A/C057, failed to return.	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11 Jan. 1944: Mission to Oschersleben, Germany: Oschersleben, Germany, 
that is the FW-190 factory there, felt the full impact of tons of bomb's 
dropped from ships of the 8th Air Force on January 11, 1944. This 
squadron sent seven ships, all of which returned except ship #372. It fell a 
victim to German fighters, which gave us a lot of trouble for a change. Our 
fighter escort did not seem to our gunners, so efficient as they have been in 
the past. However, the enemy lost six fighters destroyed, and two damaged 
by our gunners. T/Sgt. Joseph T. Depoti, top turret gunner, and S/Sgt. 
Walter P. Meader, Jr., ball turret gunner, both flying in ship #939, each 
shot down a FW-190. S/Sgt. Robert C. Kyle, top turret gunner, S/Sgt. 
Rathel C. Bennett, tail gunner, and S/Sgt. Fred A. Tabor, waist gunner, 
flying in ship #172, each shot down an ME-109 or FW-190. 
 
One FW-190 and one ME-109 were identified as damaged by T/Sgt. 
Marvin Powers, Jr., a top turret gunner, and 2/Lt. Roy L. Jones, 
bombardier, nose gunner, respectively who were flying in ship #739. Those 
individuals, who succeed in taking such a toll of the enemy, earn the 
gratitude of all in this command and of all the people of the United Nations 
who are allied in this war against the enemy. For each enemy fighter 
destroyed, the gunner who does it is awarded the Air Medal or an Oak 
Leaf Cluster thereto. 
 
Ships of this squadron taking part in this mission and their crews were: 
#774, Captain Thompson and crew; #739, 2/Lt. Hackleman and crew; 
#761, 1/Lt. McFarland and crew; #939, 2/Lt. Maziarz and crew; #172, 2/Lt. 
Sutherland and crew; #040, 2/Lt. Gorby and crew; and #372, 1/Lt. Reid 
and crew. The latter was shot down by enemy fighters in the vicinity of the 
target. It is not known whether or not they are alive and prisoners of war 
or still at large somewhere in enemy occupied territory Even if the ship is 
severely damaged or destroyed, its personnel can often don their 
parachutes and bail out to safety. Here is a complete list of the crew which 
is carried as "mission in action": Pilot, 1/Lt. Edwin R. Reid, Co-pilot, 2/Lt. 
Richard O. Morgan, Navigator, 2/Lt. John S. Haus, Bombardier, 2/Lt. 
George Marghita, Engineer, T/Sgt. Ernest O. Kretchmer, Assistant 
Engineer, Sgt. Melvin P. Stoddard, Radio Operator, T/Sgt. Benton E. 
Lowry, Sr., Assistant Radio Operator, S/Sgt. Arnold L. Hovey, Tail 
Gunner, S/Sgt. Anthony W. Czarnecki, and Utility Gunner, S/Sgt. John A. 
Gustafson, Jr. This was a crew that had anywhere from nine to ten 
missions credited to each individual. They had a good record for combat 
and as soldiers. Every reason of hope that they are safe is still held by this 
squadron. As yet, nothing has been heard of them. 
 
 Ships returning to the base, after this mission, were all considerably 
damaged by the enemy. During the following three days, the ground crews 
were busy getting them back into commission again. That was achieved by 
the 14th thanks to a very capable engineering staff who spared no pains to 
do their best work on ships in need of it. Combat crew engaged in ground 
school and training activities. 
 
 	  
	  
324	  Squadron	  Dailies	  	  	  (102)	  Oschersleben,	  Germany	  11	  January	  1944	  A/C	  PILOT	  CLAIMS	  CASUALTIES	  BATTLE	  DAMAGE	  REMARKS	  000	  Lt.	  Major	  None	  None	  Moderate	  E/A	  aggressive	  and	  experienced.	  803	  Lt.	  McGee	  0	  -­‐	  0	  -­‐	  2	  None	  “	  No	  fighter	  support.	  837	  Lt.	  Kletz	  None	  “	  Minor	  Smoke	  over	  target	  -­‐	  all	  colors	  of	  rainbow.	  504	  Lt.	  McFarland	  5	  -­‐	  0	  -­‐	  0	  “	  ”	  Direct	  hits	  on	  target.	  490	  Lt.	  Knight	  1	  -­‐	  0	  -­‐	  0	  “	  None	  Aiming	  point	  well	  hit.	  006	  Lt.	  Kerr	  1	  -­‐	  0	  -­‐	  0	  “	  Minor	  Smoke	  column	  up	  to	  10,000	  feet.	  487	  Lt.	  Hedglin	  —	  Missing	  —	  Was	  seen	  to	  explode	  after	  being	  attacked	  by	  approximately	  twenty	  S/E	  fighters	  at	  52:15	  N	  -­‐	  09:	  10	  E.	  Three	  to	  four	  chutes	  were	  seen.	  230	  Lt.	  Uskela	  —	  Missing	  —	  Last	  seen	  near	  Dummer	  Lake,	  Germany	  falling	  back	  out	  of	  formation.	  Target:	  -­‐	  Aircraft	  Factory	  Squadron	  Losses:	  Two	  aircraft	  (	  20	  missing	  ).	  Group	  Losses:	  Five	  aircraft	  (	  3	  wounded,	  50	  missing	  )	  Remarks:	  Strike	  photos	  show	  target	  to	  be	  well	  covered	  by	  bomb	  bursts	  and	  smoke.	  Bombs	  from	  this	  group	  appear	  to	  have	  fallen	  short	  of	  target.	  Seventy-­‐five	  to	  100	  E/A	  pressed	  aggressive	  attacks,	  often	  in	  formation,	  for	  about	  an	  hour.	  No	  fighter	  support	  was	  seen.	  A/A	  fire	  was	  inaccurate	  and	  meager	  to	  moderate,	  two	  of	  our	  A/C	  sustained	  slight	  damage	  from	  flak.	  
MISSION	  TO	  OSCHERSLEBEN	  ,	  GERMANY	  .	  Squadron	  supplied	  10	  A/C	  for	  this	  mission.	  A/C	  #	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  TOT	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ALT	  AT	  TARGET	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  BOMBS	  ON	  TARGET	  187	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  42	  x	  100	  IB’s	  729	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  21	  x	  100	  IB’s	  929	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  42	  x	  100	  IB’s	  771	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  42	  x	  100	  IB’s	  591	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  21	  x	  100	  IB’s	  679	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  21	  x	  100	  IB’s	  079	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  42	  x	  100	  IB’s	  578	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  42	  x	  100	  IB’s	  958-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐Did	  not	  take	  off.-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐	  073	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  21	  x	  100	  IB’s	  BOMBING	  RESULTS:	  Strike	  photographs	  show	  the	  target	  well	  covered	  by	  bomb	  bursts	  and	  smoke.	  ENEMY	  AIRCRAFT:	  From	  75	  to	  100	  E/A	  encountered	  west	  of	  Dommers	  Lake	  and	  stayed	  with	  formation	  until	  just	  before	  target.	  Attacks	  were	  concentrated	  on	  lead	  and	  low	  groups	  from	  head-­‐on	  with	  sporadic	  attacks	  on	  tail.	  Attacks	  aggressive	  and	  attacked	  in	  numbers	  from	  3	  to	  20	  at	  a	  time.	  Group	  under	  attack	  approximately	  one	  hour.	  No	  fighter	  support	  seen	  at	  that	  time.	  Me	  109’s	  and	  FW	  190’s	  made	  up	  bulk	  of	  E/A	  but	  Ju	  88’s,	  Me	  210’s	  and	  one	  Me	  410	  were	  reported.	  FLAK:	  Meager,	  inaccurate	  AA	  fire	  reported	  from	  vicinity	  of	  Furstenau,	  at	  Braunschweig	  and	  Egmond.	  Moderate,	  accurate	  fire	  reported	  from	  Calle.	  CASUALTIES:	  None.	  CLAIMS:	  A/C	  079,	  S/Sgt.	  A.	  W.	  Truesdale	  –	  FW	  190	  destroyed.	  A/C	  079,	  S/Sgt.	  Steve	  Pogan	  –Me	  410	  destroyed.	  A/C	  578,	  S/Sgt.	  H.	  R.	  Harding	  –	  Me	  110	  destroyed.	  A/C	  679,	  S/Sgt.	  M.	  J.	  Schupp	  –	  FW	  190	  destroyed.	  A/C	  679,	  2nd	  Lt.	  T.	  W.	  Harper	  –	  Me	  109	  probable.	  A/C	  187,	  S/Sgt.	  R.	  O.	  Duncan	  –	  FW	  190	  destroyed.	  (See	  Extra)	  CREWS	  CREDITED	  WITH	  MISSION	  :	  A/C	  729:	  Capt.	  J.	  H.	  McPartlin,	  Lt.	  Col.	  C.	  G.	  Gillespie,	  Lts.	  B.	  D.	  Moore,	  J.	  M.	  Hexum,	  Capt.	  J.	  A.	  Fisher,	  T/Sgts.	  F.	  G.	  Seaver,	  J.	  P.	  Armstrong,	  Sgt.	  C.	  R.	  Zimmerman,	  S/Sgt.	  D.	  J.	  Aldrich,	  Capt.	  Bill	  H.	  Martin	  (Group	  Operations)	  Maj.	  Weinberner	  (Observer).	  A/C	  929:	  Lts.	  F.	  C.	  Ammann,	  M.	  R.	  Kirby,	  H.	  A.	  Levin,	  P.	  M.	  McNulty,	  Sgt,	  J.	  J.	  Lacorrazza,	  S/Sgt.	  Howard	  Mernick,	  T/Sgt.	  F.	  D.	  Bynon,	  S/Sgts.	  Frank	  Martin,	  I.	  F.	  Kennedy,	  W.	  L.	  Sexton.	  A/C	  771:	  Lts.	  L.	  F.	  Rentmeester,	  W.	  W.	  Behrend,	  R.	  N.	  Roberts,	  J.	  T.	  Ashby,	  S/Sgts.	  E.	  A.	  Diethorn,	  Frank	  Topitz,	  T/Sgt.	  W.	  R.	  Simonson,	  S/Sgts.	  G.	  A.	  Wiggett,	  E.	  J.	  Letalien,	  P.	  F.	  Lunt.	  A/C	  591:	  Lts.	  R.	  S.	  Roberts,	  F.	  L.	  Butler,	  J.	  W.	  Ryan,	  J.	  C.	  Wellman,	  Maj.	  C.	  D.	  Lee	  (Observer	  8th	  BG),	  T/Sgt.	  W.	  B.	  Neal,	  S/Sgt.	  Joseph	  York,	  T/Sgt.	  W.	  J.	  King,	  S/Sgts.	  Elmer	  Weaver,	  J.	  H.	  Clifton,	  F.	  H.	  Lenke,	  Jr.	  A/C	  679:	  Lts.	  S.	  L.	  Evans,	  R.	  W.	  Thompson,	  Harold	  Levin,	  T.	  W.	  Harper,	  S/Sgts.	  R.	  M.	  Saffell,	  M.	  K.	  Delong,	  P.	  J.	  DelTorto,	  A.	  A.	  Scelza,	  R.	  K.	  Kasch,	  R.	  J.	  Schupp.	  A/C	  079:	  Lts.	  P.	  R.	  Coleman,	  R.	  A.	  Thompson,	  H.	  J.	  Wilson,	  J.	  S.	  O’Looney,	  T/Sgt.	  Orlando	  Puntorno,	  S/Sgt.	  F.	  J.	  Deary,	  Sgt.	  K.	  R.	  Aldrich,	  S/Sgt.	  S.	  J.	  Pogan,	  Jr.,	  Sgt.	  R.	  R.	  Ruth,	  S/Sgt.	  A.	  W.	  Truesdale.	  A/C	  578:	  Lts.	  W.	  B.	  Smith,	  G.	  H.	  Heilig,	  W.	  P.	  Richards,	  F/O	  T.	  J.	  Capparell,	  T/Sgt.	  J.	  A.	  Wood,	  
Sgt.	  Martin	  Goldberg,	  T/Sgt.	  P.	  B.	  Kirby,	  S/Sgts.	  R.	  D.	  Libby,	  R.	  R.	  Harding,	  P.	  C.	  Bara.	  A/C	  073:	  Lts.	  R.	  J.	  Griesbach,	  C.	  R.	  Peck,	  J.	  R.	  Simonson,	  J.	  H.	  Piland,	  T/Sgt.	  E.	  J.	  Viskocil,	  S/Sgts.	  H.	  V.	  Lane,	  R.	  C.	  Hartford,	  H.	  R.	  Small,	  R.	  E.	  Rigaud,	  J.	  D.	  Hammer.	  A/C	  187:	  Lts.	  J.	  D.	  Davis,	  A.	  M.	  Morey,	  F.	  R.	  Hedstrom,	  W.	  G.	  Quarve,	  T/Sgt.	  R.	  A.	  Wood,	  S/Sgt.	  G.	  A.	  Parrish,	  T/Sgt.	  D.	  K.	  Nowlin,	  S/Sgts.	  R.	  O.	  Duncan,	  A.	  G.	  Romulis,	  J.	  L.	  Ziegler.	  MISCELLANEOUS:	  A/C	  929	  received	  major	  battle	  damage	  from	  flak.	  All	  ships	  landed	  at	  other	  fields	  due	  to	  weather	  closing	  in	  over	  this	  base.	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Aircraft	  and	  crews	  of	  the	  92nd	  that	  dropped	  on	  Oschersleben	  
	  
42-­‐31326	  W	  	  Group	  Lead	  
	  P	  	  Lt	  Alex	  M.	  Erganian	  CP	  	  	  Cpt	  Charles	  J.	  Kelly	  N	  	  2Lt	  Francis	  B.	  Peacock	  N	  	  1Lt	  Charles	  H.	  Beynon	  B	  	  1Lt	  	  Clarence	  W.	  Dace	  R	  	  T/Sgt	  	  Noe	  R.	  Gonzales	  TT	  	  T/Sgt	  	  William	  H.	  Aldridge	  BT	  	  S/Sgt	  John	  A.	  Piazza	  RW	  	  S/Sg	  	  Tomas	  M.	  Gonzales	  LW	  	  S/Sgt	  	  William	  G.	  Russell	  TG	  	  2Lt	  Jack	  D	  Henderson	  	  
42-­‐31180	  U	  	  Deputy	  Group	  Lead	  (No.	  2,	  Lead	  Element,	  Lead	  Squadron)	  
	  P	  	  Cpt	  Ellison	  Miles	  CP	  	  1Lt	  John	  C.	  Qua	  N	  	  1Lt	  Arthur	  K.	  Slagle	  B	  	  2Lt	  Francis	  X.	  Lethschuetz	  R	  	  T/Sgt	  James	  M.	  Cross	  TT	  	  T/Sgt	  Lester	  L.	  Menkin	  BT	  	  S/Sg	  Glenn	  D.	  Phillippe	  RW	  	  	  S/Sg	  Thomas	  R.	  Buchingham	  LW	  	  S/Sg	  Herman	  E.	  Conrad	  TG	  	  S/St	  Donald	  L.	  Murray	  	  
43-­‐36025	  Q	  	  No.	  3,	  Lead	  Element,	  Lead	  Squadron	  
	  P	  	  Lt	  Henry	  M.	  O’Shea	  CP	  	  2Lt	  Stanley	  A.	  Stohl	  N	  	  2Lt	  Lloyd	  A.	  Oster	  B	  	  2Lt	  John	  J.	  Conlon	   	  R	  	  T/Sgt	  Joseph	  W.	  Brown	  TT	  	  T/Sgt	  Joe	  B.	  Null	  BT	  	  S/Sgt	  D.	  E.	  Wight	  (C.	  Wilson??)	  RW	  	  S/Sgt	  John	  A.	  Lambeert	  LW	  	  S/Sgt	  Floyd	  W.	  Anthony	  TG	  S/Sgt	  Harvey	  J.	  Keil	  	  
42-­‐30649	  X	  	  No.	  3,	  Second	  Element,	  Lead	  Squadron	  
	  
P	  	  2Lt	  William	  R.	  Lavies	  CP	  	  2Lt	  Elijah	  C.	  Vaughn	  N	  	  2Lt	  Dale	  W.	  Kiner	  B	  	  2Lt	  Eugene	  R.	  Johnson	  R	  	  S/Sgt	  John	  J.	  Walcott	  TT	  	  S/Sgt	  Neil	  E.	  Byers	  BT	  	  Sgt	  Lester	  F.	  Schrank	  RW	  	  Sgt	  William	  E.	  Harman	  LW	  	  Sgt	  Peter	  Guaatella	  TG	  	  Sgt	  Vern	  G.	  Swindler	  	  
42-­‐31387	  S	  	  No.	  2,	  Lead	  Element,	  High	  Squadron	  	  P	  	  1Lt	  Raymond	  W.	  Wild	  CP	  	  2Lt	  Charles	  G.	  Nashold	  N	  	  2Lt	  John	  P.	  Fraver	  B	  	  1Lt	  Arthur	  J.	  Roth,	  Jr.	  R	  	  T/Sgt	  James	  O.	  Butts	  TT	  T/Sgt	  Alfred	  A.	  Delahoussaye	  BT	  	  S/Sgt	  William	  L.	  Wallis	  RW	  	  S/Sgt	  Edwin	  A.	  McCaffrey	  LW	  	  Pvt	  Charles	  E.	  Oakes	  TG	  	  S/Sgt	  Paul	  J.	  Robek	  	  
42-­‐31532	  G	  	  No.	  4	  (Second	  Element?),	  High	  Squadron	  P	  	  1Lt	  Douglas	  M.	  Lansing	  CP	  	  2Lt	  John	  F.	  Ledyard	  N	  	  2Lt	  James	  L.	  Hunt	  B	  	  2Lt	  William	  C.	  Reel	  R	  	  T/Sgt	  John	  J.	  Mulchrone	  TT	  	  T/Sgt	  Frank	  M.	  Amazeen	  BT	  	  Sgt	  Wiliam	  S.	  Still	  RW	  	  Sgt	  Carl	  L.	  Vorbroker	  LW	  	  Sgt	  Cecil	  R.	  Tucker	  TG	  	  Sgt	  Frank	  E.	  Clements	  	  
43-­‐7799	  J	  	  No.	  2.	  Second	  Element,	  High	  Squadron	  
	  P	  	  2LT	  Edward	  R.	  Larrivee	  CP	  	  2Lt	  Jack	  Wilson	  N	  	  2Lt	  William	  E.	  Thompson	  B	  	  2Lt	  Alvin	  J.	  Lageson	  R	  	  S/Sgt	  Jack	  J.	  Bogel	  TT	  	  S/Sgt	  Joseph	  E.	  LeBlanc	  BT	  	  Sgt	  Joseph	  Dajdos	  RW	  	  Sgt	  Ferman	  J.	  Wilson	  
LW	  	  Sgt	  Frank	  G.	  Adams	  TG	  Sft	  Joseph	  W.	  Arant	  	  
42-­‐31362	  R	  	  No.	  3.	  Second	  Element,	  High	  Squadron	  
	  P	  	  1Lt	  Frederick	  P.	  Wenger	  CP	  	  ??	  	  Victor	  R.	  Larrance	  N	  	  2Lt	  Matthew	  A.	  Midura	  B	  	  2Lt	  Russel	  R.	  Rohlff	  R	  	  S/Sgt	  Stanton	  C.	  Southward	  TT	  	  S/Sgt	  Glenn	  C.	  Ellis,	  Jr.	  BT	  	  Sgt	  George	  D.	  Tarnowski	  RW	  	  Sgt	  James	  R.	  Brown	  LW	  	  S/Sgt	  Wilber	  E.	  Beck	  TG	  	  Sft	  Harry	  A.	  Brunson	  	  
42-­‐31408	  Z	  	  Lead,	  Lead	  Element,	  Low	  Squadron	  
	  P	  	  2Lt	  Winslow	  C.	  Reid	  CP	  	  2Lt	  James	  W.	  Prior	  N	  	  2Lt	  James	  W.	  Grimmitt	  B	  	  2Lt	  Harry	  H.	  Atamian	  R	  	  S/Sgt	  Charles	  W.	  Brazda	  TT	  	  S/Sgt	  Ramsay	  Longbotham	  BT	  	  Sgt	  Carroll	  G.	  Hewitt	  RW	  	  T/Sgt	  James	  H.	  Barkley	  LW	  	  Sgt	  Joseph	  K.	  Hawkins	  TG	  	  ??	  	  Alexander	  Phillips	  	  
42-­‐31411	  R	  	  Formation	  location	  unknown	  
	  P	  	  1Lt	  John	  R.	  	  Wilder	  CP	  2Lt	  Virgil	  W.	  Hill	  N	  	  1Lt	  Joseph	  C.	  Parton	  B	  	  2Lt	  William	  J.	  Couglin	  R	  	  T/Sgt	  Ingvard	  A.	  Jensen	  TT	  	  T/Sgt	  Harry	  .	  Horton	  BT	  	  S/Sgt	  Edwin	  R.	  Melvin	  RW	  	  S/Sgt	  Harold	  W.	  DeGroat	  LW	  	  S/Sgt	  David	  E.	  Lowitz	  TG	  	  S/Sgt	  Orlando	  D.	  Maiocco	  	  The	  following	  aircraft/crew	  most	  likely	  also	  dropped	  on	  Oschersleben	  	  
42-­‐31377	  U	  	  Lead,	  Second	  Element,	  Lead	  Squadron	  
	  
P	  	  Lt	  James	  McEvoy	  CP	  2Lt	  Gene	  D.	  Piburn	  N	  	  2Lt	  Theodore	  Creznic	  B	  	  2Lt	  Robert	  T.	  Tottorff	  R	  	  S/Sgt	  Delbert	  C.	  Miller	  TT	  	  T/Sgt	  James	  R.	  McNutt	  BT	  	  Sgt	  George	  E.	  Lenar	  RW	  	  Sgt	  Louis	  Bispham,	  Jr.	  LW	  	  S/Sgt	  Clifford	  F.	  Shutts	  TG	  	  Sgt	  Orvin	  M.	  Miller	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Oschersleben, Germany 
11 January 1944 
Field Order 
 
NOTE: Elipses (...) denote words/phrases/letters/numbers that were unreadable 
1. No nickels carried. None on hand. 
2. Strike photos of the 92nd group were not available for examination. A/c carrying cameras landed away 
from base and film was turned over to photograph sections of bases where they landed. At Halberstadt 
bombs of our a/c and composite group were seen to hit factories at the MPI. The area was burning 
fiercely and heavy black smoke billowed up to 900 feet. Other bomb hits were observed at the junction 
of the RR tracks at the NE section of the city. Bomb hits and fires were also observed in the center and 
west end of the city. One crew reported three columns of smoke rising from target area to 5,000 feet 
observed from distance of five miles. At Oschersleben bombs of the 92nd group were observed to hit 
the center of the city. The target had been hit by previous formations and the entire city appeared to be 
burning. A pall of white smoke hovered over the northeast end of the city and gray and black smoke 
billowed up to 5,000 feet visible 20 miles from the target. 
3. From 50 to 150 e/a were reported today. They were first seen in small numbers in the vicinity of the IP 
at about 1140 hours. When the formation reached the eastern extremity a solid undercast reaching 
from the enemy coast. Attacks were constant, but not in group strength until after leaving the target. 
For a very few minutes through the heavy flak area over and around Halberstadt and Oschersleben 
virtually all e/a disappeared. Two or three were seen diving through the flak. Immediately after leaving 
the flak area, a large number of e/a pressed home heavy rate of attacks, which lasted for 75-100 miles 
going west of the target. As the formation reached heavy undercast 75 miles west of the target, the 
numbers of e/a fell off sharply, as did the rate of attacks. Sporadic attacks continued, however, until 
1400 hours at the Zuider Zee. Thus the formations were under constant attack for two hours and 20 
minutes. T/e e/a were seen in the great majority. JU 88s, Me 110s and Me 210s were numerous. Also 
seen were FW 190s, Me 109s and one JU 87. Attacks were experienced "from all around the clock" 
although... most of the attacks were from the nose and tail directions from a high level and low. Nose 
attacks were usually from eleven to one o'clock and tail attacks from five to seven o'clock. Single 
attacks were experienced almost without exceptions, there being only one or two observations of pack 
attacks. More s/e e/a were reported to have attacked the nose or front of the formation, whereas t/e e/a 
made the majority of the tail attacks. The few exceptions e/a were not observed to fire anything except 
20 mm and 30 caliber armament. One JU 88 was seen to fire from four to six rockets at the formation 
near the Zuider Zee at Rangeos to 2,000 yards. All rockets fell short and exploded without contact. 
One t/e e/a fired two rockets at another formation in the target area. A/c were seen taking off from a/d 
at Goslar just southeast of Stenhuder Lake and at Brunswick. 
4. At 1044 hours at 5237-0437E this formation encountered meager inaccurate black gunfire at 18,000 
feet. This gunfire was continuously pointed. At Harden Bergh at 1110 hours meager inaccurate black 
bursts were encountered at 19,000 feet. Continuously pointed fire was also used at this formation. At 
5238-0710E meager black bursts were observed firing on group behind. One huge white burst was 
observed 15 miles southeast Zwolle at 1130 hours near Hameln. One very large black burst was 
observed at 1200 hours at Oschersleben. Moderate accurate black gunfire was encountered at 19,000 
feet. This fire was continuously pointed. After bombs away formation made a sharp left turn, which 
changed direction of group to westerly. For a period some minutes formation flew parallel to a railroad 
from which guns were firing. Until formation changed direction this railway gunfire tracked. At 1213 
hours at Brunswick moderate inaccurate black bursts were encountered at 19,000 feet. Continuously 
pointed fire was used. At 1225 hours at Celle meager inaccurate black bursts were encountered at 
18,000 feet. Continuously pointed fire was used. At Rheine at 1301 hours meager black bursts were 
observed on left. At enemy coast on way out moderate black gunfire was encountered at Ijmuiden at 
10,000 feet. This gunfire was accurate and stayed with formation for approximately three minutes. 
5. Solid undercast and haze overhead extended from enemy coast going to the Harz Mountains. The 
formation broke into a clear section extension extending from the Harz Mountains northeastward over 
Halberstadt, Oschersleben and Brunswick permitting visual bombing. Fighter opposition was favored 
by this clear area as this was where most of the attacks occurred. Only sporadic attacks were made 
after the undercast was again reached. 
6. An airdrome was observed on the southeast side of Hannover. It was located in a V-shaped area and 
was completely covered grass with no visible runways. Numerous old large shed, frameworks and 
piles of old metal debris was observed along roadways and road intersections just after crossing the 
coast in Holland. About 50 smoke pots were observed one mile southeast of Oschersleben. A railroad 
yard and manufacturing plant on the southeast side of Hannover was observed with a large black and 
white smoke column rising from this area. 
7. Unidentified B-17 was seen going down on fire after having been attacked by four e/a over 5210-
1120E. At 1154 hours five other B-17 were seen to go down over target area. Ten chutes were seen to 
come from one B-17, seven chutes from another and five chutes from each of the other three a/c. 
Another B-17 was seen to straggle after being hit by flak at target. Seven chutes were seen from this 
a/c at 1238 hours while on heading of 270 true from 5237-0920E to 0850E. A/c 758 K from this group 
was seen to drop out of formation and dive through clouds at 6,000 feet with five e/a following at 1316 
hours. This a/c reported over VHF that it was badly damaged and was calling for fighter support. A/c 
175 M from this group was seen to explode at 11,000 feet at 1322 hours over 5232-0605E. Two chutes 
were seen. Fighter support, principally P-51s, was fair on way in to target. Only a few P-51s were seen 
just after target. These stayed in view for approximately 15 minutes. 
 
Tactical Analysis of Enemy Fighter Opposition Encountered on 11 
January 1944 
Crews from this group reported most all types of enemy aircraft totaled between 50 and 150. Twin engine 
aircraft by far predominated, listed in the order of greatest number seen were JU88s, Me 210s and one DO 
217. Large numbers of single-engine e/a were also observed being listed in same manner. Me 109s, FW 
190s and one JU 87. On the whole e/a were black or dark gray in color, usually with white bellies. The 
twin-engine aircraft appeared to be black without exception. A few twin-engine e/a were reported with 
unusual coloring. An FW 190 camouflaged yellow, pink and green. Another FW 190 with yellow cowling 
and several Me 109s with light colored stripe running over and around lengthwise of fuselage were seen. 
The white and black German cross stood out cleanly. 
E/a were first seen in small numbers at 1140 hours in the vicinity of the IP when the formation reached the 
eastern extremity of the solid undercast extending from the enemy coast. Attacks were constant and not in 
great strength until after leaving the target where the e/a became very determined and carried attacks into 
close range. For a few minutes through the heavy flak over over and around Halberstadt and Oschersleben 
virtually all e/a disappeared immediately after leaving the flak area. A large number of e/a pressed home a 
heavy weight of attacks which lasted for 75 to 100 miles going west of the target. Upon reaching the 
undercast on the return route, the number of e/a attacks fell off sharply, but the formations were subjected 
to enemy opposition for two hours and twenty minutes until 1400 o'clock at the Zeider Zee. 
In analyzing tactics it appears that the enemy used most every idea at his disposal, attacking at all around 
the clock from high, level and low, singly with twin-engine and sometimes in pairs with single-engine 
using twin-engine aircraft for rocket-firing from out of range and possibly air-to-air bombing as well as 
captured B-17s. The attacks on this group came mainly from the nose and tail from high, level and low. 
Nose attacks were experienced from eleven to one o'clock and tail attacks from five to seven o'clock. The 
t/e e/a came in mostly for the tail attacks and the s/e e/a utilized the nose approach principally. JU 88s and 
Me 110s fired rockets from approximately 2,000 yards, which burst well short of our formations. One crew 
saw two bombs drop through the formation. No explosion was noticed and no aircraft were seen overhead. 
Several crews reported a B-17 with no markings flying ahead of formation alone from just beyond target 
until enemy coast was reached. It then disappeared. One fighter made a single attack, then this B-17 a/c was 
unmolested. Fighter a/c were seen taking off from airdromes at Goslar, Brunswick and just southeast of 
Steinhader Lake. 
 
Final Statistical Report 
[someone wrote in Final at the top] 
Total # airplanes airborne, including spares:   24 
Total # dispatched per group:   23 
Total # attacking per group:   22, 5 on Halberstadt, 17 on Oschersleben 
# a/c dispatched which failed to attack per group:   1 due to mechanical failure 
# a/c lost:   2 to enemy fighters 
Time of attack: 
Halberstadt:   1147 hours 
Oschersleben:   1200 hours 
Altitude of attack: 
Halberstadt:   20,000 feet 
Oschersleben:   19,000 feet 
# of bombs on each target: 
Oschersleben:   [looks like] 204x500 GP 
Halberstadt:   168 M47 A1s and 12 500s 
# wounded:   3 
# missing:   20 
Planes with Cat A and AC:   15 
Planes with Cat. B:   1 
 
Another Statistical Report 
11 attacked Oschersleben 
9 attacked Halberstadt 
2 attacked Brunswick 
one lost to enemy fire, one by reasons unknown 
Attacked: 
Oschersleben:   1200 hours 
Halberstadt:   1147 hours 
Brunswick:   1159 hours 
Bombs: 
Oschersleben:   132 500 GPs 
Halberstadt:   60 500 GPs, 168 M47 A1s 
Brunswick:   24 500s 
# wounded:   2 
# missing:   20 
to Capt. Johnson at Division 
2230 hours 
4 a/c heard from guess bombed Oschersleben 
 
Another Statistical Report 
Of 11 a/c thus far interrogated, one attacked primary, 8 attacked Oschersleben. 
Of two a/c which failed to return, one is reported to have bombed Oschersleben. One unreported. 
One failed attack due to mechanical failure. 
One lost to enemy fighters, one to reasons unknown. 
Category A, AC:   6 
 
Report of the Lead Bombardier 
A. Bomb sight was synchronized on center of town of Oschersleben, the target of opportunity. 
B. This target was not briefed. 
C. 
Accurate gunfire made the a/c unsteady. The bomb run of 40 seconds was too short to accurately 
synchronize. Number 4 engine went out ten seconds before bombs were away and this threw the a/c 
off track. 
D. None 
 
handwritten page 
says Oschersleben and Halberstadt 
then apparently lists airplanes and bomb loads 
A/C Oschersleben Halberstadt Brunswick [?
] 
623  12 500s  
387 12 500s   
052  12 500s  
976  12 500s  
326 12 500s   
377 12 500s   
649 12 500s   
008 Not dispatched   12 500s 
770  12 500s  
 
175 12 500s   blew up 
961 jettisoned in sea  12 500s 
 
958  12 500s  
 
025 12 500s   
 
411 12 500s   
 
532   12 500s 
 
180   12 500s 
 
799 \ 
362   \ 
408   / 
716 / 
48 
500s 
496  42 100s  
758  42 100s  missing 
564  42 100s  [looks like] reported 
109  42 100s  
 
 
Flak Report (for both Oschersleben & Halberstadt) 
1. Route followed:   [blank] 
2. Visibility at target. Any condensation trails. Solid undercast from enemy coast to Haez 
Mountains.   Poor at target. 
3. # a/c over [what is there is crossed out; typed in is] enemy territory. Acutual a/c over target enemy 
territory:   5 a/c at Halberstadt, 17 a/c at Oschersleben 
4. Formation: 
Time of attack:   1200 hours 
Lead 
1 327 
2 180 
3 025 
4 377 
5 770 
6 649 
7 411 
High 
1 175 lost by e/a 
2 387 
 
3 958 
 
4 532 
 
5 799 
 
6 362 
 
Low 
92nd group 
19,000 feet 
1 408 
2 109 623 
3 976 
4 052 
5  
6  
Composite Group 
21,000 feet 
1 564 
2 496 
3 758 lost by reasons unknown 
4 716 
 
5 623 109 
 
6    
5. General axis of attack:   30° mag 
6. How long did formation fly straight and level?   40 seconds 
7. After turning after bombing run degrees of turn:   sharp left turn of approximately 100° 
8. Position of group in relation to other groups.  Distance between groups.  If in doubt, say 
so.   92nd is low group. Composite high group. 
9. What evasive action was taken?  Give full particulars.   Normal side to side evasive action with no 
change in elevation. 
10. Short description of flak on route.   [blank] 
11. Any other comments.   [blank] 
[next page] 
1. Route followed:   
Lowestoft [to] 
5237-1004E [to] 
5232-0437E [to] 
5227-0757E [to] 
5229-0604E [to] 
5218-0555E [to] 
5228-0719E [to] 
5210-0421E [to] 
5227-0820E [to] 
5201-0322E [to] 
5205-0855E [to] 
5204-0212E [to] 
5153-1025E [to] 
5211-0813E [to] 
Halberstadt 
Oschersleben 
10. Flak   
At 1044 hours at 5237-0437E this formation encountered meager inaccurate black gunfire at 18,000 
feet. This gunfire was continuously pointed. At Harden-Berg at 1110 hours meager inaccurate black 
bursts were encountered at 19,000 feet. Continuously pointed fire was also used at this position. At 
5238-0714E meager black bursts were observed firing on group behind. One huge white burst was 
observed 15 miles southeast of Zwolle. At 1133 hours near Hameln one very large black burst was 
observed. At 1200 hours at Oschersleben moderate accurate black gunfire was encountered at 19,000 
feet. This gunfire was continuously pointed. After bombs away formation made a sharp left turn, 
which changed the direction of the group to westerly. For a period of some minutes formation flew 
parallel to a railroad from which guns were firing. Until formation changed direction this railway 
gunfire tracked. At 1213 hours at Brunswick moderate, inaccurate black bursts were encountered at 
19,000 feet. Continuously pointed fire was used. At 1225 hours at Celle meager inaccurate black 
bursts were encountered at 18,000 feet. Continuously pointed fire was used. At Rheine at 1301 hours 
meager black bursts were observed on left. At enemy coast on way out moderate black gunfire was 
observed at Ijmuiden at 10,000. This gunfire was accurate and stayed with formation for 
approximately three minutes. 
11. Very large red burst with brownish-gray colored smoke was observed over target approximately 
1,000 feet above formation. This burst was accurate for deflection. Three times size of normal burst. 
A white smoke trail which rose from ground was seen on north side of target, which began to curve 
down when level with a/c. Just after curving down it burst with a big red flash into three red balls, 
which descended slowly. Over Holland a large black mushroom-like burst was seen with streamers 
going down. This burst was three times as large as normal bursts. At 1150 at 5158-1012E rockets 
fired from ground were observed rising with white trails and burst over formation. 
 
Flash Report 
A. Approximate number of a/c attacking primary target:   none 
  
 
B. Approximate number of a/c attacking secondary target:   none 
  
 
C. Approximate number of a/c attacking target of last resort:   none 
  
 
D. Approximate number of a/c attacking target of opportunity:  Oschersleben:   19 
  
 
E. Reason for attacking target of opportunity:   Combat wing leader followed over target of 
opportunity 
  
 
F. # of a/c known to be missing and # unaccounted for: 
missing:   1 
unaccounted for:   17 
  
 
G. Bombing results: 
( ) good 
( ) fair 
(x) poor 
( ) unobserved 
  
 
H. Weather, very brief:  
Overcast from enemy coast to [nothing else] 
  
 
I. Flak:   moderate 
Enemy aircraft opposition:   moderately strong 
  
 
J. Friendly fighter support:   poor, weak 
Phoned to 40 CBW A-2 by P.H.B. at 1930 hours 11/1/44 after interrogation of Erganian's crew 
 
Formation 
strike-outs mean no take-off 
Lead 
327th Squadron 
1 - Erganian - 326 W 
2 - Miles - 180 U 
3 - Oshea - 025 Q 
4 - Walsh - 961 [no letter listed] 
5 - McEvoy - 377 U 
6 - Lavies - 649 X 
7 - Swart - 638 N 
High 
326th Squadron 
1 - Lock - M 175 
2 - Wild - S 387 
3 - Rose - K 958 
4 - Lansing - G 532 
5 - Larrivee/Shea - 799 
6 - Wenger - R 362 
7 - Jessen - Q 770 
Low 
[squadron not listed, but this is 407th Squadron] 
1 - Reid - Z 408 
2 - Wilder - R 411 
3 - Yakel - T 008 
4 - Leavey - Q 047 5 - Perkens - X 052 
6 - Skoubo - G 716 
7 - Cooper - Y 976 
High Squadron, High Group, 40th CBW 
325th Squadron 
21,000 feet 
1 - Hardin - O 564 
2 - Lansford - H 493 
3 - Tryens - K 758 
4 - Floyd - D 014 
5 - Camps - L 503 
6 - Chesmore - M 109 (327) 
7 - Webb - Z 496 (327) 
Spares: 
Riley - L 623 
Koss - Y 636 
 
Debriefing Reports 
[NOTE: In the interest of saving space, any questions that were left completely blank by the airmen in have 
been omitted from the respective reports.] 
327th Squadron 
230649 X 
#3, 2nd element lead squadron 
time took off 0857 
[time/place of landing difficult to read 
after time took off, t.o., but 1228 over time landed, then dash 1328 dash (-1328-) 
also says landed at Debach 1450] 
P 2 Lt. William R. Lavies 
C 2 Lt. Elijah C. Vaughn 
N 2 Lt. Dale W. Kiner 
B 2 Lt. Eugene R. Johnson 
R S/Sgt. Johnn J. Walcott 
TT S/Sgt. Neil E. Byers 
BT Sgt. Lester F. Schrank 
LW Sgt. Peter Guaatella 
RW Sgt. Wm. E. Harman 
TG Sgt. Vern G. Swindler 
Enemy fighter opposition: 
200- ...[something short written above the dash; could be MR; kind of looks like a W] JU 88s 
predominated. Me 110 large numbers. ME 109, FW 190 (one). JU dark top, light bottoms 
[next line] with white-black, then Swastika [has cross written] 
Me 110 light gray dirty silver. Me 109s black with white nose FW blacks 
E/a were in area from IP at 1130 until just before enemy coast at 1352. JU coming in from below at five to 
seven o'clock on tails mainly 110 was seen to come in from nose attack and was destroyed. Two rockets 
seen but source not known. Me 110s. No other attacks seen. Some high, some low. Waiting on stragglers. 
FW 190 five o'clock low on tail. Fired at and turned off and ...109 seen to go down in flames and crash, but 
no attacks run. Five s/e in train diving down exploded in mid-air. Our fighters were on them. 
Air-to-air bombing:   none 
Enemy use of friendly a/c:   none 
Fighter support:   P-51s over target at 1200. Stayed ten minutes. Five s/e shot down, exploded. P-47s 
a glance before target. 
Gun flak: 
Time Place Altitude Intensity Accuracy 
Altitude 
for 
Deflection 
Color Barrage or 
Predicated 
Following 
1108 5231N-
0706E 
19,000 one big 
burst 
low 
ahead 
right black just one huge 
burst 
1200 target 
area 
19,000 moderate good good black barrage and 
continuously 
pointed 
1200 target 19,000 meager high behind 
right 
 barrage 
       meager flak diss places coming 
out 
    
1338 5237N 
0516E 
19,000 moderate low right black between two 
formations     
Unusual phenomena:   Over target trail of smoke seen to come up and over formation arch and burst 
just over formation. Four parachutes came out with ball of red fire hanging from each. Crew says flak was 
more accurate after these were seen. 
Results of Bombing: 
A. Did you get over the target?   1200 at Oschersleben  
Time:  
Altitude:  19,000 feet 
Heading:  14° mag 
B. # bombs dropped:  
If not all, why?   six hung [Off to side says] interval not working. Six dropped on lead. Other 
six hung up. five sec later... later did salvoed remaining six. 
C. # bombs loaded on ship:   12 500 GPs. Salvoed six five seconds after first six were 
dropped. 
D. # bombs jettisoned:    
# bombs brought back:    
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:   Bombs seen to hit in center of town. Black 
smoke rising 5,000 feet. Observation: About 1201 just after target 19,000 feet smoke seen from 20 
miles away. 
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Route Followed 
A. Leaving English coast:   as briefed... 
B. Entering enemy coast:  
C. Leaving enemy coast:  
D. Returning English coast: 
Crew observations:   none 
Casualties:  none 
Flying equipment failures:   [blank] 
Comments/suggestions: 
altitude too low 
flak too accurate 
formation ragged over target 
Battle damage:   minor 
 
327th Squadron 
237961 T 
turned back 
0856 take-off 
1233 landing 
landed at Bassingborn [91 Bomb Group base] 
P 2 Lt. John R. Walsh 
C 2 Lt. Rex Townsend 
N 2 Lt. Kenneth R. Kinsela 
B 2 Lt. Walter L. Warren 
R S/Sgt. W. A. Black 
TT S/Sgt. William J. Haltom 
BT Sgt. William T. Shaddock 
RW Sgt. Ross F. Wall 
LW Sgt. Arthur L. Bennett 
T Sgt. Sherman M. Silver 
Enemy fighter opposition:  none 
sortie credit 
Enemy use of friendly a/c: 
Fighter support:   none 
Gun flak: 
Time Place Altitude Intensity Accuracy 
Altitude 
for 
Deflection 
Color Barrage or 
Predicated 
Following 
1043 Egmond 18,000 meager check right b ? 
Unusual phenomena:   none 
Results of Bombing:  not over target 
A. Did you get over the target?  
Time:  
Altitude:  
Heading: 
B. # bombs dropped:  
If not all, why? 
C. # bombs loaded on ship:   12 500s 
D. # bombs jettisoned:   at 5236-0409E at 1055 
# bombs brought back:   none 
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:    
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Route Followed 
A. Leaving English coast:   in formation 
B. Entering enemy coast:   in formation to 5237-0446E at 1045 
C. Leaving enemy coast:  at 18,000 to 5236-0437E at 13,000 feet at 1047  
D. Returning English coast:  to Lowestoft 1125 1/2 9,000 feet to base to Bassingborn 
Crew observations:   none 
Casualties:   none 
Flying equipment failures:   none 
Comments/suggestions:   none 
Battle damage:   one flak hole in wing 
 
407th Squadron 
230052 X 
camera 
with 92nd Group 
flying lead second element low squadron 
0933 take-off 
1503 land Snetterton Heath [96 Bomb Group base] 
P 2 Lt. Arthur B. Pickens 
C 2 Lt. Allen L. Baker 
N 2 Lt. Harold NMI Alpern 
B 2 Lt. William NMI Scszado 
R S/ Robert M. Ferguson 
TT S/ Charles E. Cowan 
BT Sgt. Merritt T. Gobel 
RW 
Sgt. Paul R.... [typed 
over; looks like 
Cotherman] 
LW Sgt. Robert W. Fenlason, Jr. 
T Sgt. Vern A. Curdy 
Enemy fighter opposition:  
10-15 e/a Me 110s mostly and Me 210s one to two only. No JU 88s. E/a seen just before target and stayed 
almost to enemy coast. E/a seen to leave just over target where flak fire of great accuracy experienced. E/a 
looked black. Me 110s had light gray bellies. After target e/a only made half-hearted passes. No determined 
attacks. Before target attacks appeared more determined. One nose attack and last tail attack from above. 
All attacks single attacks. 
Air-to-air bombing: none 
Enemy use of friendly a/c: none 
Fighter support:  
Pretty good at Dutch coast. P-47s arrived as briefed high. They stayed a few minutes. P-51s seen right at 
target and just before IP saw about twelve and believed were many more. Our a/c were shooting at... 
[them?] P-51s stayed with us almost to enemy coast and stayed for a good hour or more. 
Gun flak: 
Time Place Altitude Intensity Accuracy 
Altitude 
for 
Deflection 
Color Barrage or 
Predicated 
Following 
1045 coast 
going in 
5243-
0436E 
17,000 meager high scattered 
wide 
black c. p. f. 
1159 target 18,500 moderate good good black c. f. 
scattered all way to coast        
1353 5210N 
0422E 
10,000 meager good good black c. f. 
  
Unusual phenomena:  
Very large red burst with brownish clay colored smoke seen over target above formation 1,000 feet and 
good for deflection. Three times as large as ordinary flak. 
Right over target saw white smoke trail from ground over north side of town, which began to curve down 
and at even altitude and ahead. Just after curving down it burst with big red flash into three red balls, which 
descended slowly. 
Just before turning on IP saw large black burst larger than flak accompanied by 10-15 small white... can't 
read; fla or o d something something something... without smoke. There with smoke. Three of these were 
seen at even altitude but very wide. Smoke was very heavy and inky and hung in sky. 
Results of Bombing: 
A. Did you get over the target? Believed target Halberstadt 
Time: 1159 
Altitude: 18,500 
Heading: 330° mag 
B. # bombs dropped: 12 500s 
If not all, why? 
C. # bombs loaded on ship:  
D. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back:  
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:   
Saw three fires spread along center of target area. Looked...[looks like well and then alright; 
looked well alright?] Observation made from just after bombs hit-- within five miles of target. Our 
bombs dropped on second bomb run. 
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Route Followed 
A. Leaving English coast:  
B. Entering enemy coast:  
C. Leaving enemy coast:  
D. Returning English coast: 
Crew observations: none 
Casualties: none 
Flying equipment failures: [blank] 
Comments/suggestions: none 
Battle damage:  
flak holes in nose, tail, left wing, bomb bay, and one prop blade nicked 
hydraulics system knocked out 
 
231180 U 
camera ship 
deputy leader, lead squadron 
P Capt. Ellison Miles 
C 1 Lt. John C. Qua 
N 1 Lt. Arthur K. Slagle 
B 2 Lt. Francis X. Lethschuetz 
R T/Sgt. James M. Cross 
TT T/Sgt. Lester L. Menkin 
BT S/Sgt. Glenn D. Phillippe 
RW S/Sgt. Thos. R. Buckingham 
LW S/Sgt. Herman E. Conrad 
T S/Sgt. Donald L. Murray 
Enemy fighter opposition:  
50-75 t/e and c/e; mostly 109s; 
Types, marking, color:  none noted 
JU 88s; 25 FW 190s 
25 t/e  
25 109s 
Tactics:  ...[hard to read] 
Air-to-air bombing: 
Enemy use of friendly a/c: 
Fighter support: 
Gun flak: 
Time Place Altitude Intensity Accuracy 
Altitude 
for 
Deflection 
Color Barrage or 
Predicated 
Following 
        
Unusual phenomena: single burst of huge flak on the way in; possibly rockets 
Results of Bombing: bombed on lead ship 
A. Did you get over the target? believed Oschersleben 
Time: 1159 
Altitude:  
Heading: ° 
B. # bombs dropped:  
If not all, why? 
C. # bombs loaded on ship:  
D. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back:  
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:   
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Route Followed 
A. Leaving English coast:  
B. Entering enemy coast:  
C. Leaving enemy coast:  
D. Returning English coast: 
Crew observations: 
Casualties: 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
Battle damage:  
Class A 
10 flak 
 
237976 Y 
# 3 low sq lead element 
0910 take-off 
1510 landed at Framlingham 
P 2 Lt. Elmyran R. Cooper 
C 2 Lt. Arthur A. Pinzke 
N 2 Lt. Arthur J. Croci 
B 2 Lt. John D. Williams 
R S/Sgt. Joseph E. Frazier 
TT S/Sgt. Williamm B. Trask 
BT Sgt. Charles R. Gates 
RW Sgt. Charles A. Ryne 
LW S/Sgt. Hubert V. Garrett 
T Sgt. Wallace H. Baldwin 
Enemy fighter opposition: [same as the others] 
Air-to-air bombing: 
Enemy use of friendly a/c: 
Fighter support: 
Gun flak: 
Time Place Altitude Intensity Accuracy 
Altitude 
for 
Deflection 
Color Barrage or 
Predicated 
Following 
1043 5237-0437E 19,000 meager on 
another 
group 
right b cps 
1110 5235-0632E 19,000 meager on 
another 
group 
 b cps 
1133 5210-0927E 19,000 one burst observed for accuracy, deflection 
very large 
black    
1145 between IP 
and target 
19,000 meager check check b cpf 
   
1213 Braunschweig 19,000 continuous check check b cpf 
   
Unusual phenomena: none 
Results of Bombing: 
A. Did you get over the target? Halberstadt 
Time: 1149 
Altitude: 19,000 
Heading: 88° mag 
B. # bombs dropped: 12 500s 
If not all, why? 
C. # bombs loaded on ship: 12 500s 
D. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back:  
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:   
Three distinct columns of smoke were rising from target. Each of these columns rose 5,000 feet. 
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? See attached form. 
Route Followed in formation 
A. Leaving English coast:  
B. Entering enemy coast:  
C. Leaving enemy coast:  
D. Returning English coast: 
Crew observations: none except VHF signals on another side 
Casualties: none 
Flying equipment failures: none 
Comments/suggestions: 
Altitude should be maintained until enemy coast has been crossed 
Fifteen minutes before enemy coast was reached a voice was heard on VHF announcing formation was...at 
14,000 feet and that crew should remove mask... later another voice was heard stating a/c was at 10,000 
feet 
Battle damage: Class A flak damage 
stapled to this page is another interrogation form: 
Results observed: ... saw factory hit. Believed target wiped out. 
Others: one group's bombs hit in south center of town 
Enemy opposition: 11 total. JU 88s, 8 Me 100s, one Me 109 
Time: just before target to Hannover 
1156 to 1221 
Duration: Each plane made about one attack and then left. Most attacks were from six o'clock low. Single 
attacks. Machine gun and 20 mm were weapons used. Time...for attacks: one attack made from high to low 
at one o'clock was a JU 88. One attack made from below to within 180 yards. This plane was shot down. 
Eight o'clock level. Another attack was made came to within 70 yards. Attack on other groups were seen, 
but too distant for accurate information. Many attacks were made on stragglers also. 
Flak 
Halberstadt, 19,000 feet, all around except above, extremely accurate, continuously pointed fire, black, 
intensity moderate  
Specialty flak formation 
Friendly a/c lost or in distress: 
B-17 from our group (175) believed to be leading second element of high squadron. # 1 engine began 
smoking. Letter designation M. At 1316 hours disappeared out. Peeled off. #175. One chute seen. Plane 
caught on fire and disintegrated. Flak got. #1 engine. No fighters attacked. Place: over Lingen. 
B-17 from group ahead seen to spin down out of control. Seven chutes seen. 
Place: Petershagen 
Time: 1240 hours 
Weather: Home field overcast and landed at Framlingham 
Crew suggestions: 
When over coast too low on return too much flak on VHF gave altitude away over enemy territory. 
Fighter support: P-51 at target. P-47 half hour before target 
Minor battle damage 
 
lead low squadron 
231408 Z 
0857 take-off 
1440 landed at Woodbridge 
P 2 Lt. Winslow C. Reid 
C 2 Lt. James W. Prior 
N 2 Lt. James W. Grimmitt 
B 2 Lt. Harry H. Atamian 
R S/Sgt. Charles W. Brazda 
TT S/Sgt. Ramsay Longbotham 
BT Sgt. Carroll G. Hewitt 
RW T/Sgt. James H. Barkley 
LW Sgt. Joseph K. Hawkins 
T Alexander Phillips 
Enemy fighter opposition: [same as what has been previously noted in other interrogation reports] 
Air-to-air bombing: 
Enemy use of friendly a/c: 
Fighter support: 
Gun flak: [same as what has been previously noted in other interrogation reports] 
Unusual phenomena:  
blue-white smoke trails just before target 1125 5215N-0835E fire with...high with large bursts 
Results of Bombing: 
A. Did you get over the target? Oschersleben 
Time: 1159 
Altitude: 18,400 feet 
Heading: 330° mag 
B. # bombs dropped: 12 500s 
If not all, why? 
C. # bombs loaded on ship:  
D. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back:  
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:  Group's bombs seen to hit town and then 
spread to left of town. Lock's plane hit target. 
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Route Followed 
A. Leaving English coast:  
B. Entering enemy coast:  
C. Leaving enemy coast:  
D. Returning English coast: 
Crew observations: 
Casualties: 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
Longer extension cord on headsets and mikes 
Battle damage:  
sub depot 
Cat B 
Tokyo tanks and #4 engine hit 
 
230716 G 
#4 high squadron composite group 
P 2 Lt. Ralph K. Skoubo 
C 2 Lt. Harold D. Avery 
N 2 Lt. Richd. M. Baker 
B 2 Lt. Billy R. Coretti 
R S/Sgt. Russell F. Kennedy 
TT S/Sgt. Jn. R. Hewitt 
BT Sgt. Hal E. Poe 
RW Sgt. Charles S. Therburn 
LW Sgt. James Dively 
T Sgt. Clyde L. Green 
Enemy fighter opposition: [same as others] 
Air-to-air bombing: 
Enemy use of friendly a/c: 
Fighter support: 
Gun flak: [blank] 
Unusual phenomena: 
Results of Bombing: 
A. Did you get over the target? Halberstadt 
Time:  
Altitude:  
Heading: ° 
B. # bombs dropped:  
If not all, why? 
C. # bombs loaded on ship:  
D. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back:  
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:   
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Route Followed 
A. Leaving English coast:  
B. Entering enemy coast:  
C. Leaving enemy coast:  
D. Returning English coast: 
Crew observations:  
Station 119 (forum) 5-F money pouches missing from a/c. Evidently stolen. 
Casualties: 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
Battle damage: 
 
239770 Q 
326th Squadron 
#2 in second element lead squadron 
0905 take-off 
1531 at...{Water Beach?} 
P 2 Lt. Harvey Jessen 
C 2 Lt. Dale C. Alexander 
N 2 Lt. Donald M. Austin 
B 2 Lt. Lynwood A. Argenbright 
R S/Sgt. Duane M. Bingham 
TT S/Sgt. Wm. G. Belk 
BT Sgt. Frederick E. Arrouiquier 
RW Sgt. Robert S. Conrad 
LW Sgt. Joseph G. Pietruszewsky 
T S/Sgt. Wilbur H. Brownlee 
Enemy fighter opposition: {blank] 
Air-to-air bombing: 
Enemy use of friendly a/c: 
Fighter support: 
Gun flak: [same as other reports] 
Unusual phenomena: none 
Results of Bombing: 
A. Did you get over the target? believed bombed Halberstadt 
Time: 1158 1/2 
Altitude:  
Heading: 340° mag 
B. # bombs dropped: 12 500s 
If not all, why? 
C. # bombs loaded on ship:  
D. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back:  
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:   
believe bombs hit target factory area 
burning fiercely with heavy black smoke rising to 900 feet 
observation made leaving target within five miles 
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Route Followed 
A. Leaving English coast: with 92nd group formation 
B. Entering enemy coast:  
C. Leaving enemy coast:  
D. Returning English coast: 
19 a/c over target 
Crew observations: 
Smoke screens developed at target and towns in vicinity at formation left area. 
Casualties: 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
Battle damage:  
One hole in wing and one in nose from spent shell. 
 
231532 G# 4 high squadron 
P 1 Lt. Douglas M. Lansing 
C 2 Lt. John F. Ledyard 
N 2 Lt. James L. Hunt 
B 2 Lt. William C. Reel 
R T/Sgt. John J. Mulchrone 
TT T/Sgt. Frank M. Amazeen 
BT Sgt. William S. Still 
RW Sgt. Carl L. Vorbroker 
LW Sgt. Cecil R. Tucker 
T Sgt. Frank E. Clements 
group assembly normal 
combat wing assembly a little late, but joined just as formation left coast 
Enemy fighter opposition: 75 
claim one destroyed 
Air-to-air bombing: 
Enemy use of friendly a/c: 
Fighter support: First group okay. Four picked up at 1150. 
Gun flak: 
Time Place Altitude Intensity Accuracy 
Altitude 
for 
Deflection 
Color Barrage or 
Predicated 
Following 
        
Unusual phenomena: 
Results of Bombing: 
A. Did you get over the target? bombed Oschersleben visually 
Time: 1159 
Altitude: 19,500 feet 
Heading: 45° 
B. # bombs dropped: 12 500s 
If not all, why? 
C. # bombs loaded on ship:  
D. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back:  
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:  results unknown 
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Route Followed 
A. Leaving English coast:  
B. Entering enemy coast:  
C. Leaving enemy coast:  
D. Returning English coast: 
Crew observations:  
5227 0758 t/e fighter field 
B-17 group call letter Q turned back into enemy coast just as we came out. 
Big factory at...[looks like] Gishonn 
Six to seven tall smoke stacks 
B-17 pilot Lock - Germany Dutch border left tank afire. Three men bailed out. Plane spun and exploded. 
Casualties: Huge smoke trail in target area. Went above, made an ark and went down again. 
no casualties 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
Bomb seen poor. Formation poor. Brass bags for tail gunner fill up and can't shoot guns. 
Battle damage: minor 
antenna shot up 
 
231362 R 
#3 second element high squadron 
landed at Bungay 
P 1 Lt. Frederick P. Wenger 
C Victor R. Larrance 
N 2 Lt. Matthew A. Midura 
B 2 Lt. Russel R. Rohlff 
R S/Sgt. Stanton C. Southward 
TT S/Sgt. Glenn C. Ellis, Jr. 
BT Sgt. George D. Tarnowski 
RW Sgt. James R. Brown 
LW S/Sgt. Wilber E. Beck 
T Sgt. Harry A. Brunson 
Enemy fighter opposition:  
Air-to-air bombing: 
Enemy use of friendly a/c: 
Fighter support: 
Gun flak: 
flak guns from wheat field 20 miles east of Dümmer Lake 
Unusual phenomena: A long column of smoke came up with red balls of fire breaking out like a 
flare 
Results of Bombing: 
A. Did you get over the target? Oschersleben 
Time: 1200 
Altitude: 19,000 feet 
Heading: 320° mag 
B. # bombs dropped: 12 500s 
If not all, why? 
C. # bombs loaded on ship:  
D. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back:  
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:   
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Route Followed 
A. Leaving English coast:  
B. Entering enemy coast:  
C. Leaving enemy coast:  
D. Returning English coast: 
Crew observations: smoke screen seen at...[looks like] Furstenau, Germany 5230N-0736E 
Casualties: 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
Battle damage: Category A   three holes 
 
237799 J 
#2 second element high sq 
0904 take-off 
landed 1545 Castle Camp 
13/1602-1635 
P 2 Lt. Edward R. Larrivee 
C 2 Lt. Jack Wilson 
N 2 Lt. William E. Thompson 
B 2 Lt. Alvin J. Lageson 
R S/Sgt. Jack J. Bogel 
TT S/Sgt. Joseph E. LeBlanc 
BT Sgt. Joseph Gajdos 
RW Sgt. Ferman J. Wilson 
LW Sgt. Frank G. Adams 
T Sgt. Joseph W. Arant 
Enemy fighter opposition: [same as others] 
Air-to-air bombing: 
Enemy use of friendly a/c: 
Fighter support: 
Gun flak: [same as others] 
Unusual phenomena: 
Results of Bombing: 
A. Did you get over the target? Oschersleben 
Time: 1159 
Altitude: 19,000 feet 
Heading: 320° 
B. # bombs dropped:  
If not all, why? 
C. # bombs loaded on ship: 12 500s 
D. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back:  
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:  burst right in target area 
heavy black smoke 
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Route Followed 
A. Leaving English coast:  
B. Entering enemy coast:  
C. Leaving enemy coast:  
D. Returning English coast: 
Crew observations: e/a seen coming off ground from airdrome all around target as bomber going 
over 
Casualties: 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
Battle damage: minor 
 
231175 N 
P 1 Lt. William B. Lock 
C 1 Lt. Richard H. Sperry 
N 1 Lt. Milton Cohen 
B 1 Lt. Sol H. Greenberg 
R T/Sgt. Vernon P. Brubaker 
TT T/Sgt. Raymond S. Pencek 
BT S/Sgt. James B. Farrell 
RW S/Sgt. Charles H. Mullins 
LW S/Sgt. Jack H. Wilhoit 
T S/Sgt. Chas. H. Scott 
This a/c blew up at 5232N-0605E at 11,000 feet at 1322 hours. Two chutes seen. Another crew reported 
five chutes seen. Two chutes seen by Sgt. Pietruszewski, LW gunner of a/c 770 in Jessen's crew. 
 
231387 S 
326th Squadron #2 lead element high sq 92nd 
P 1 Lt. Raymond W. Wild 
C 2 Lt. Charles G. Nashold 
N 2 Lt. John P. Fraver 
B 1 Lt. Arthur J. Roth, Jr. 
R T/Sgt. James O. Butts 
TT T/Sgt. Alfred A. Delahoussaye 
BT S/Sgt. William L. Wallis 
RW S/Sgt. Edwin A. McCaffrey 
LW Pvt. Charles E. Oakes 
T S/Sgt. Paul J. Robek 
Enemy fighter opposition: [same as rest] 
Unusual phenomena: 
Results of Bombing: 
Note: two forms for this crew gave information on two targets. 
A. Did you get over the target? Oschersleben 
Time: 1200 
Altitude: [blank] 
Heading: [blank] 
B. # bombs dropped: 12 500s 
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:  light smoke seen to rise from the city itself. 
Also few hits seen just outside of town 
Casualties:  
Lt. Roth, bomb, wounded right leg by 3.303 bullets in right leg 
Lt. Wild, pilot, slight wound in arm by spent 30 caliber 
Flying equipment failures: Rad suit shorted out 
A. Did you get over the target? Brunswick 
Time: 1200 
Altitude: 19,000 feet 
Heading: 330° 
B. # bombs dropped: 12 500s 
 
Friendly a/c lost or in distress:  
A/c 175 burned and blew up at 1316 1/2 hours at 5130-0700E. Three 
chutes seen. 
Crew observations:  
1152 in target area two P-51 a/c shot down 
Two JU 88s in flames. These e/a were shot down from attack at even 
altitude 
At 1210 P-51s shot down in flames. One JU 88 at 5200N-1025E 
Casualties: 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
Should be extra oxygen outlets in plane. Pvt. Oakes to facilitate working 
over wounded. 
TG reports his box of ammo not linked together. This very dangerous 
because cannot be checked. No accommodation at Thorpe Abbots...no 
place to sleep 
Malfunction of bomb switch required salvoing bombs over target 
Fighter support 
Saw no P-47s. Saw only four P-51s in target area. Saw one Spit over the 
North Sea. 
Interrogator's observations: 
This ship was seriously damaged by... [doesn't say if AA or e/a.] 60 flak 
holes. Oxygen and hydraulic system out. #4 tank holed. 
no claims 
 
231326 W 
327 
lead 
camera ship 
P Lt. Alex M. Erganian 
C Capt. Charles J. Kelly 
N 2 Lt. Francis B. Peacock 
N 1 Lt. Charles H. Beynon 
B 1 Lt. Clarence W. Dace 
R T/Sgt. Noe R. Gonzales 
TT T/Sgt. William H. Aldridge 
BT S/Sgt. John A. Piazza 
RW S/Sgt. Tomas M. Gonzales 
LW S/Sgt. William G. Russell 
T 2 Lt. Jack D. Henderson 
Results of Bombing: 
A. Did you get over the target? Oschersleben 
Time: 1200 
Altitude: 19,000 feet 
Heading: 30° mag 
B. # bombs dropped: 12 500s 
If not all, why? 
C. # bombs loaded on ship:  
D. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back:  
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:   
gray and smoke 
bombs hit at edge of town... 
E. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Lock's a/c bombed target 
all ships with no over target 
Crew observations: 
Casualties: 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
BT dirty and greasy 
usually is 
Battle damage:  
#4 engine out for unknown cause 
6-8 flak holes in wings and fuselage 
radio room holed 
 
236025 Q 
#3 lead element lead squadron 
0855 take-off 
1505 landed at Horsham 
P Lt. Henry M. O'Shea 
C 2 Lt. Stanley A. Stohl 
N 2 Lt. Lloyd A. Oster 
B 2 Lt. John J. Conlon 
R T/Sgt. Joseph W. Brown 
TT T/Sgt. Joe B. Null 
BT S/Sgt. D.E. Wight C. Wilson 
RW S/Sgt. John A. Lambert 
LW S/Sgt. Floyd W. Anthony 
T S/ Harvey J. Keil 
F. Did you get over the target? Oschersleben 
Time: 1200 
Altitude: 19,000 
Heading: 340° 
G. # bombs dropped: 12 500s 
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:   
This group hit both sides of river at Oschersleben since approach 
to target area was made along river. A group which had 
previously attacked struck another part of town. 
H. Did any missing a/c bomb target? Lock's a/c bombed target 
Crew observations:  
After bombing a/c left assigned position in formation and dropped 
behind. This a/c followed formation by 500 yards until a/c was five 
minutes off enemy coast on way back. A/c then turned back toward 
enemy coast, one engine on fire. Since there was danger of exploding. 
A/c did not reach enemy coastline. Fire went out before it reached. A/c 
then turned toward England and crossed English coast at 1445 at 4,000 
feet at 5210-0137 to Horham. 
Casualties:  
LW gunner has flak hole in hand 
TG gunner had flak wound in left leg just below knee. 
Both of these gunners stayed at their posts after being wounded. 
The LW destroyed an e/a while wounded. 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
Extra radio equipment should have some other storage than radio room 
since the entire crew cannot be put in ditching position due to filled 
condition of radio room. 
Battle damage:  
A/c at Horsham where crew was advised repairs to a/c would take at 
least a week to make it safe before flying. Flak holes. One engine out as 
wells as oxygen on side. Throttle controls... [pages stapled... battle... 
cable controlling damage. Approximately 75 flak holes are in a/c as well 
as some 303. 
 
231377 
327th Squadron 
lead a/c 2nd element lead 
0858 1/2 take-off 
1503 landed at Framlingham 
camera ship 
P Lt. James McEvoy 
C 2 Lt. Gene D. Piburn 
N 2 Lt. Theodore Creznic 
B 2 Lt. Robert T. Bottorff 
R S/Sgt. Delbert C. Miller 
TT T/Sgt. James R. McNutt 
BT Sgt. George E. Lenar 
RW Sgt. Louis Bispham, Jr. 
LW S/Sgt. Clifford F. Shutts 
T Sgt. Orvin M. Miller 
Crew observations: [not listed here] 
Casualties: none 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
Battle damage: 
few scattered flak holes 
slight damage 
 
327th Squadron 
231411 R 
P 1 Lt. John R. Wilder 
C 2 Lt. Virgil W. Hill 
N 1 Lt. Joseph C. Parton 
B 2 Lt. William J. Coughlin 
R T/Sgt. Ingvard A. Jensen 
TT T/Sgt. Harry J. Horton 
BT S/Sgt. Edwin R. Melvin 
RW S/Sgt. Harold W. DeGroat 
LW S/Sgt. David E. Lowitz 
T S/Sgt. Orlando D. Maiocco 
Gun flak: [not listed here] 
Results of Bombing: not observed 
I. Did you get over the target? Oschersleben 
Time: 1158 
Altitude: 18,700 feet 
Heading: 358° 
J. # bombs dropped: 12 500s 
If not all, why? 
K. # bombs loaded on ship:  
L. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back: 0 
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:   
M. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Route Followed 
N. Leaving English coast:  
O. Entering enemy coast:  
P. Leaving enemy coast:  
Q. Returning English coast: 
Crew observations: [not listed here] 
Casualties: none 
Flying equipment failures: 
Comments/suggestions: 
Battle damage:  
several flak holes 
... turret hit [not ball] 
hydraulics pump busted 
considered minor 
ship 623 was seen flying at P-51s this group 
 
325th Squadron 
231109 M 
camera ship 
No. 2 high squadron... 
P 2 Lt. Floyd H. Chesmore 
C 2 Lt. Robert Wolf 
N 2 Lt. George A. Tease, Jr. 
B 2 Lt. Arnold F. Frantz 
R S/Sgt. George P. Mazy 
TT Pvt. Paul F. Manno 
BT Sgt. Henry D. Rodenbeek 
RW S/Sgt. Lawrence W. Brandon 
LW Sgt. Edward J. Michonsky 
T Sgt. Alexander H. Jack 
Did you get over the target? Halberstadt 
Time: 1154 
 
Casualties: none 
Comments/suggestions: 
heater out in cockpit 
navigator's chair a nuisance. Wire to oxygen hose gets entangled. 
camera in ship, but no photos taken. A/c switch not thrown. Averted by 
ME 110 attack. 
Battle damage: nil 
 239758 K 
P 2 Lt. Joseph A. Tryens 
C 2 Lt. Norman P. Burascano 
N 2 Lt. Earl W. Faris 
B 2 Lt. Arthur J. Guinnip 
R S/Sgt. Seymour Weiss 
TT S/Sgt. Lester R. Streeter 
BT Sgt. Billy M. Walker 
RW Sgt. Samuel G. Clevenger 
LW Sgt. Donald L. Gilbertson 
T Sgt. Jn. J. Cramer 
MIA 
 
325th Squadron 
231564 O 
#1, high squadron, composite group 
P 1 Lt. Ernest C. Hardin 
C 2 Lt. Leroy J. Teachey, Jr. 
N 2 Lt. Robert P. Flinn 
B 1 Lt. John A. Gloden 
R Sgt. James A. Turner 
TT T/Sgt. Wilfred H. Board 
BT Pvt. Oliver Red Eagle 
RW Sgt. James B. Vigliotti 
LW S/Sgt. Jack Hunter, Jr. 
T S/Sgt. Elmer W. Littleton 
mostly blank 
Battle damage: none 
 
325th Squadron a/c, 327th Squadron crew 
23496 Z 
P 2 Lt. William L. Webb 
C 2 Lt. William E. O'Donnell 
N 2 Lt. Herman L. Haasis 
B 2 Lt. John B. Dexter 
R S/Sgt. John L. Rachichi 
TT S/Sgt. Ira L. Burkhart 
BT S/Sgt. Jack M. Guy 
RW Sgt. Thomas M. Campbell 
LW Sgt. Robert L. Foster 
T Sgt. Henry NMI Garcia 
Results of Bombing: Bombs were seen to hit town 
Crew observations: none 
Casualties: none 
Flying equipment failures: loop antenna shot away because of gun stock 
failure 
Weather over Target 
unlimited 
6/10 - 8/10 cloud cover 
visibility unlimited 
Battle damage:  
stabilizer hit by flak 
flak hole in top turret and another in fuselage 
two bullet holes in nose 
 
326th Squadron a/c, 325th Squadron crew 
L 623 
P 2 Lt. William N. Riley 
C 2 Lt. John B. Delorimier [sic] 
N 2 Lt. Robert A. Nugent 
B 2 Lt. John A. Donohue 
R S/Sgt. William J. Egar 
TT S/Sgt. Harold C. Whitson 
BT Sgt. Robert L. Thomas 
RW Pvt. Emmett A. McCoy 
LW S/Sgt. Forrest C. Neigler 
T Sgt. Robert N. Bickford 
R. Did you get over the target? Halberstadt? 
Time:  
Altitude:  
Heading: ° 
S. # bombs dropped: 12 500 lb. GPs 
If not all, why? 
T. # bombs loaded on ship:  
U. # bombs jettisoned:  
# bombs brought back:  
Height and colors of smoke or fires set:   
V. Did any missing a/c bomb target? 
Crew observations:  
leader of low squadron flew too high and too close to the lead squadron 
Light... of smoke streamer like at target area coming up to 19,000 feet. 
A/c M 175 B-17 1323 hours # 2 engine fire in middle of Zuider Zee and 
ship exploded. One chute 
B-17 unidentified 1324 hours east of center of Zuider Zee in flames. 
Went down through clouds engine afire going down gradually. 
Flying equipment failures:  
LW gunner oxygen hose was caught 
left side of ship oxygen went out from bomb bay back 
 
326th Squadron 
239958 K 
#3 high squadron... 
P 2 Lt. William B. Rose 
C 2 Lt. Walter T. Price 
N 2 Lt. William A. Hoffman, III 
B 2 Lt. Stanley Kropsec 
R T/Sgt. Francis Cline 
TT T/Sgt. William A. Gurke 
BT S/Sgt. Frederick H. Gay 
RW S/Sgt. Keith C. Kent 
LW S/Sgt. William J. Richardson 
T S/Sgt. Walter E. Eilers 
Crew observations:  
At 1100 hours at our right and level, huge explosions bigger than flak 
bursts. Black smoke and black streamers extending down to cloud, 9,000 
foot below. 
Battle damage: Class A 
 
230008 T 
0984 turned back over England 
1235 landed at Bassingbourne 
P 2 Lt. Jerome Yakel 
C 2 Lt. Kenneth E. Booke 
N 2 Lt. Ralph S. Davison 
B 2 Lt. Charles R. Watson 
R S/Sgt. Jesse C. Bowen 
TT S/Sgt. Neil S. Lightner 
BT Sgt. Raymond L. Crupps 
RW Sgt. Melvin A. Benson 
LW John L. Hewitt, Jr. 
T S/Sgt. Chas. V. McKinney 
turned back over Lowestoft; still over England 
turned back at 1030 hours at 12,000 feet 
turned back because couldn't find formation 
brought bombs back to Bassingbourne 
12 500 GPs 
ship okay 
crew okay 
ship flown back to base 
 
a/c 493 
325th Squadron 
did not take off 
a/c failed to take off 
got stuck in mud on side of runway attempting to turn off 
 
2 Lt. W. C. Lansford pilot 
a/c 20014 D 
325th Squadron 
P 1 Lt. Dick W. Floyd 
C 2 Lt. Grady B. Williams 
N 2 Lt. Stephen F. Rancsok 
B 2 Lt. Donald E. Smith 
R S/Sgt. Russell A. Robol 
TT S/Sgt. George H. Dolan 
BT Sgt. Robert B. Beck 
RW S/Sgt. Sherrill J. White 
LW T/Sgt. Albert E. Knox 
T Sgt. Harry R. Kaiser, Jr. 
didn't take off 
[no reason given] 
 
a/c 230636 Y 
326th Squadron 
did not take off 
P 2 Lt. John J. Koss 
C 2 Lt. John P. Bowers 
N 2 Lt. Harry G. Caldis 
B 2 Lt. Donwrith V. Gubler 
R S/Sgt. William... [looks like] E. Schuff 
TT S/Sgt. Cephas I. Bowling 
BT Sgt. Leburn W. Merritt 
RW Sgt. Eugene L. Goodwin 
LW Sgt. Antonio E. D'Erasmo 
T Sgt. Jack A. Morton 
 a/c 230639 N 
327th Squadron 
did not take off 
2 Lt. Bernard R. Swart 
F/O Robert L. Holzhausen - copilot 
 
a/c 231503 L 
325th Squadron 
did not take off 
P 2 Lt. Gordon L. Capps 
C 2 Lt. Raymond W. Warns 
N 2 Lt. Ted B. Siirila 
B 2 Lt. Earl H. Gauthier 
R S/Sgt. Robert E. Moody 
TT S/Sgt. John C. Veldhuizen 
BT Pvt. George E. Jones 
RW S/Sgt. Robt. E. Toal 
LW Sgt. Samuel M. Walker 
T Sgt. Kennedy Gibbons 
 
Annex # 2 to Field Order 262 
Change in Time Schedule 
Lowestoft - zero 15,000 feet 
5237 0437 + 32 minutes 20,000 feet 
5235-0600 FRV + 46 minutes 20,000 feet 
5233-0710 FRV + 58 minutes 20,000 feet 
5230-0820 + 70 minutes 20,000 feet 
5155-1024 (IP) 
FRV +92 minutes 20,000 feet 
target + 102 minutes 20,000 feet 
5215-1049 + 111 minutes 20,000 feet 
5237-1004 + 127 minutes 20,000 feet 
5237-0820 FRV + 153 minutes 20,000 feet 
5237-0600 FRV + 187 minutes 20,000 feet 
5237-0437 + 207 minutes 
start descent 20,000 
feet 
Great Yarmouth + 247 minutes 5,000 feet 
Correction to Fighter Support 
change force; it reads two groups P-47s from 5230-0820 to read two 
groups P-47s from 5237-0820 
Forces Required 
five combat boxes 
Assembly 
40th A CBW formation 
306 is lead 
40A CBW with 19 + 1 pff assemble SOP on Splasher 4 at 11,000 feet. 
Depart splasher 4 zero - 36 minutes. 
92 low group in 40A with 21 a/c. Assemble SOP on Splasher 4 9,000 
feet. 
Composite group high in 40A CBW with 14 a/c from... [looks like] 306 
group to form lead and low squadrons plus seven a/c from 92nd group to 
form high squadron. Assemble SOP on Splasher 4 at 13,000 feet. 
40B - 305 lead group with 18 + two pff. Assemble SOP on 40 CBW 
buncher at 11,000 feet . Depart Podington zero - 52 minutes. 
305 group in 40B with 18 a/c assemble SOP 40th buncher at 9,000. 
384 is high. 
Route 
[very hard to read.  very light print] 
40 A 
Splasher 4 0 - 20 minutes 
11,000 
feet 
Lincoln 0 ...28[?] minutes 
11,000 
feet 
...Skleaford[?] 0 - 22 minutes 
11,000 
feet 
Splasher 6 0 + 3 minutes 15,000 feet 
Lowestoft 0 + 12 minutes 
15,000 
feet 
40B 
Poddington 
[sic] 
0 - 52 
minutes 
11,000 
feet 
Buckingham 0 - 44 minutes 
11,000 
feet 
Daventry 0 - 36 minutes 
11,000 
feet 
Mktharborough 0 - 28 minutes 
12,000 
feet 
Splasher 6 zero hour 15,000 feet 
Lowestoft 0 + 9 minutes 
15,000 
feet 
high squadron on right 
Fuel Load:  2300 US gallons 
weather ship from 306 group 
caution all navigators 40 CBW buncher now located at Podington 
CBW leader upon PFF bombing will announce their call sign and bombs 
away three times 
 
Annex 1 
A.  On non-Tokyo a/c load one bomb bay 
B.  Division commander will make the decision as to plan of attack prior 
to arrival at position 5155-1025E in order to prevent confusion and 
permit pff a/c to move into position in the event of blind bombing 
methods are to be employed. 
C.  Fighter support 
Timings 
One group P-47s at 5235-0600 to limit of range 0 + 52 
One group P-47s at 5233-0710 to limit of range 0 + 65 
One group P-51s at 5155-1023 to limit of range 0 + 101 
Two groups P-47s at [this is where correction was made] 5230-0820 to 
limit of range 0 + 157 
Six squadrons Spit IX at 5238-0600 to limit of range 0 + 189 
Cancel information sent out on teletype. Mark advanced information 
field order 261 amended to read f/o 262. 
Target: 
Visual: GY 4776 
Blind: GY 4775 
Bomb load: 
41 all a/c max load 500 GP 1/10, 1/100 
94 500 GPs 1/10, 1/100 
1 two boxes max load 500 GPs 1/10, 1/100 
1 box max M47 IBs 
40, 41 all a/c max load M 47 IBs 
40 all a/c ma load M 47 IBs 
[but they carried 500 GPS] 
depart Cromer 20,000 feet at zero hour 
Zero Hour: 1100 
primary for 41, 94 cbw, 1 cbw - GY 4801 
MPI [hard to read] 045067/3 
Primary:  40/41, 40 - GY 4822 
MPI [looks like] 042026/3 
Secondary:  41, 94 - GY 4776 
MPI 039102/3 
071096/3 
050073/3 
1CBW 
GY 74... [4676 maybe] 
MPI 033041/looks like T 
40/41 
GY 4775 (A) 
MPI 024044/3 
40 
GY 4842 
MPI 038042/3 
Last Resort: 
by pff all CBWs: GY 4773 
MPI 010036/2 
41 CBW leading 
94 CBW 
1 CBW 
40/41 CBW composite 
40 CBW 
Disposition of PFF: 
1 H2X, 1 H2S a/c to 303 
1 H2X to 401 
1 H2X to 92 
1 H2X, 1 H2S to 305 
1 H2X to 306 
 
Last updated 11-2-04 1630 est (1930 z) 
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Mission 098 - 1
303rd BG (H) Combat Mission No. 98
11 January 1944
Target: (1) A.G.O. Flugzeugwerke, A.G., Visual bombing
(2) FW-190 Assembly & Component Plant
Both at Oschersleben, Germany
Crews Dispatched: 40
Crews Lost: 11
Crew Members Lost: 2 crewmen were also killed
Length of Mission: 7 hours, 15 minutes
Bomb Load: 500 lb G.P. bombs
Bombing Altitude: 20,000 ft
Ammo Fired: 52,670 rounds
Oschersleben proved to be the most disastrous of 303rd BG(H) combat missionsflown to date.  The 303rd lost eleven B-17s. The 1st BD lost 34. The 8th AF lost 60bombers and five fighters.  Four aircraft aborted the mission:
#42-2973 Iza Vailable, 360BS (Worthley)
#42-39807 Nero, 359BS (Newell)
#42-39785 Thru Hel'en Hiwater, 358BS (Hungerford)
#42-31055 Aloha, 360BS (Lawlor)
While the aircraft were airborne, the weather started closing in over English bases
and a recall signal was issued.  B/Gen. Robert F. Travis, 1BD Air Commander, continued
on to the target.  He later claimed he had never received the recall order.  Most of the 2BD
and 3BD aircraft, whose target was Brunswick, elected to return to England and seek
targets of opportunity. This left the 1BD with greater exposure to enemy fighter attacks,
which were the most numerous in the air since the 14 October 1943 mission to
Schweinfurt. Enemy fighters (FW-190s) first jumped the bombers over the Zuider Zee.
Good fighter support was provided by P-47s on the penetration and by P-51s over the
target.  P-47s were airborne to provide withdrawal support, but they obeyed the recall order
to return to England and left the bombers to fend for themselves on their return trip.
Luftwaffe attacks intensified when our fighters left.  Some of the German fighters attacked
in groups of 15 to 30 aircraft.  Over 300 enemy fighters were observed on single occasions.
The Focke Wolfs carried belly tanks and attacked with them attached. They showed no
hesitation in attacking the 1BD bombers with intense determination. Some fired rockets.
A few appeared willing to ram a B-17.
Meager and fairly accurate flak was experienced on the bomb run, with intermittent
inaccurate flak on the return trip.  This was the first mission on which chaff was employed.
It was largely ineffective because of an inadequate supply of chaff bundles and the
inexperience of men dropping it.
Bombing results were excellent.  Lt. Col. Calhoun described the mission as "...the
roughest he had been on - but it was worth it!"  Many of the crews on the mission who lost
friends, saw the injured suffering and the damage to their B-17s disagreed with this
assessment and thought that the price was too costly.
Mission 098 - 2
ORIGINAL GEORGE S. McCLELLAN CREW - 427th BS 
(crew assigned 427BS: 03 Sep 1943 - photo: Sep 1943)
(Ba ck L -R) T /Sg t David Te mp esta  (E-K IA), S /Sg t Alfred  B. C hilds, J r.
(RW G-P OW ), S/S gt Ba rnell S . Heaton  (LW G-P OW ),
 S /Sgt Charles  E . Dugan (TG-POW),  T /Sgt George A.  Ca ll ihan (R-KIA)
 (Fron t) 1Lt G eorg e S . Mc Cle llan (P -KIA ), 2Lt E rnes t G. G reen wo od (C P),
 2Lt Merlin  L. Corn ish (B -POW) , 2Lt John C . Ka liher  (N-POW)
WILLIAM C. DaSHIELL CREW -  358th  BS
(crew assigned 358BS: 14 Nov 1943 - photo: Nov 1943)
(Ba ck L -R) W alter R . Kys e (inst p ilot), 2Lt W illiam C . DaSh iell (P-K IA),
2Lt M ilton G . Ma bie (C P-K IA), 2L t Tho ma s A . Suth erland (N -KIA ),
2Lt D on J . DeLau ra (B) - (F ront)  S gt Arth ur H . Robinson, Jr. (B T-K IA),
S/S gt Be rnard  J. Ra deb aug h (R -KIA ), S/S gt Robe rt L. Steven son  (E-K IA),
Sg t Clifford M . Mc Kinney  (TG -KIA ), Sgt R obe rt J. Ow en (W G-K IA),
Sg t George  J. Morr ison  (TG)
Yankee Doodle Dandy #42-5264, piloted by Lt. John F. Henderson, was hit in the vertical
stabilizer by a rocket that blew a hole the size of the triangle "C" in the tail.  During interrogation,
Lt. W.H. Ames asked, "Why no fighter support over the target?" Two members of the Henderson
crew were killed.  Tail Gunner Sgt. Ralph F. Burkart was killed by the blast.  Right Waist Gunner
Sgt. Robert A. Jeffrey  was seriously wounded and died after landing.  His left waist gunner, T/Sgt.
W.H. Simpkins and Radio Operator T/Sgt. R.E. King were wounded.
#41-24587 Bad Check, piloted by 1Lt.
George S. McClellan, Jr., was the first
303BG B-17 to be lost. The ship was last
seen in distress at 12,000 feet going down in
a tight turn. Another crew reported it going
down in a slow spin with wheels down. Five
parachutes were seen. Bad Check went
down between 1055 and 1105 hours in the
Lienen area and crashed about 20 miles
southwest of Osnabruck.  Lt. McClellan, 2Lt.
William A. Fisher, T/Sgt. David Tempesta
and T/Sgt. George A. Callihan were killed.
T/Sgt. Callihan is buried in Ardennes
American Cemetery at Liege, Belgium.  2Lt.
John C. Kaliher, 2Lt. Merlin L. Cornish,
S/Sgt. Robert G. Yarian, S/Sgt. Barnell S.
Heaton, S/Sgt. Alfred B. Chiles, Jr. and
S/Sgt. Charles E. Dugan were captured and
taken prisoner.
#41-24562 Sky Wolf, piloted by 1Lt. Aubrey L. Emerson, was in distress at 20,000 feet
before reaching the target.  The ship peeled off, although all four engines appeared to be
functioning, and crashed at Wolsdorf, Germany.  S/Sgt. Howard H. Zeitner was killed.  Lt.
Emerson, 2Lt. McDonald L. Riddick, 1Lt. J.B. Lewis Halliburton, 2Lt. Don J. DeLaura, T/Sgt.
Grover C. Mullins, S/Sgt. James C. Supple, S/Sgt. John G. Viszneki, S/Sgt. James H. Pleasant
and S/Sgt. Bernard J. Sutton were captured and taken prisoner. Both Bad Check and Sky Wolf
were original 303rd BG(H) B-17s.
#42-39794 (No Name), piloted by 2Lt. William
C. DaShiell was believed to be the ship that
went down in an area between Dummer Lake
and Oschersleben. It crashed just before
reaching the target.  Lt. DaShiell, 2Lt. Hilton
C. Mabie , 2Lt. Thomas A. Sutherland, S/Sgt.
George H. Fee, S/Sgt. Robert L. Stevenson,
S/Sgt. Bernard J. Radebaugh, Sgt. Arthur H.
Robinson, Sgt. Robert A. Parker, Sgt. Robert
J. Owen and Sgt. Clifford M . McKinney  were
all killed. S/Sgt Radebaugh is buried in
Ne therlands Amer ican  Cemete ry  at
Martgratten, Netherlands.  Lt. DaShiell, Lt.
Mabie , Lt. Sutherland, S/Sgt. Stevenson and
Sgt. Robinson are buried in a group burial in
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery at St.
Louis, MO.
Mission 098 - 3
ORIGINAL ROBERT H. HALLDEN CREW -  360th  BS
(crew assigned 360BS: 04 Dec 1943 - photo: Dec 1943)
(Ba ck L -R) F /O John  W . Huben schmid t (B), 2L t Robert H . Ha llden (P ),
2L t Raymond L . Gentry (CP) , 2L t Gera ld  N. L imon (N)
(Fron t) Sgt C arl H. C hato ian (TG), S gt Robe rt B. R obin son  (BT ),
Sg t Clyd e E . Mo ore (W G), S gt Hube rt G. H ays  (W G),
Sgt Da lton  R. Hutch ins  (R),  S /Sgt Henry  M. B inben (E)
ORIGINAL PAUL W.  CAMPBELL CREW - 358th BS  
(crew assigned 358BS: 16 June 1943 - photo: 15 Nov 1943)
1Lt P aul W . Camp bell (P -PO W ), 2Lt Jo hn C . Do ty, Jr. (CP -PO W ),
1Lt John P.D. Noths te in  (N-POW),  2L t Wi ll iam J . Mi llner (B-KIA)
T/S gt Sta nley  J. Ba ckiel (E -PO W ), S/S gt Robe rt J. Mc Gu ire (W G),
S/S gt Joh n W . Broo ks (B T-K IA), S /Sg t Jam es F . Hoy (LW G-K IA),
S /Sgt Edward J . Cass idy  (TG-KIA) , Sgt Dante  D i Mart ino  (R-KIA)
(crew me n are  not in o rder)
#42-5360 Old Faithful, piloted by 2Lt. Harry A. Schwaebe, peeled out of formation about
1110 hours and was last seen at 17,000 feet under control.  No parachutes were reported. The ship
crashed near Detmold, about 30 miles southeast of Osnabruck. Sgt. Russell O. Whitesell was
killed. Lt. Schwaebe, 2Lt. Harold F. Dumse, 2Lt. Paul T. Degnan, 2Lt. Wilburn W. Wiley, S/Sgt.
Roy Foreman, T/Sgt. Mark E. Tudor, Sgt. Benjamin F. Harvey, Sgt. James F. Malcolm and Sgt.
George F. Iott were captured and taken prisoner.
#42-37896 (No Name), piloted by 2Lt. Robert
H. Hallden, was in distress at 19,000 feet on a
120E heading. The aircraft was on fire and
went out of formation into a spin. The tail
section came off. Three men, but no
parachutes, were seen. The ship crashed near
Kirchlengern. Lt. Hallden and 2Lt. Raymond L.
Gentry were killed.  Lt. Hallden is buried in
Netherlands American Cemetery at
Martgratten, Netherlands.  2Lt. Gerald N.
Limon, F/O John W. Hubenschmidt, S/Sgt.
Henry M. Binben, Sgt. Dalton R. Hutchins,
Sgt. C.E. Moore, Sgt. Robert B. Robinson,
Sgt. Hubert G. Hays and Sgt. Carl H. Chatoian
were captured and taken prisoner.
#42-3131 Flak Wolf, piloted by 2Lt. John W. Carothers crashed at Kloster Oesede just south of
Osnabruck. Lt. Carothers, 2Lt. Charles E. Frost, S/Sgt. George S. Rajcula, Sgt. Robert T. Peavy,
T/Sgt. Wiley A. Rogers, Sgt. Francis J. Morneau and Sgt. Roland R. Ziegler died.  Lt. Carothers
and Sgt. Morneau are buried in Netherlands American Cemetery at Margratten, Netherlands.  2Lt.
Arthur Linnehan, 2Lt. Howard W. Barriscale and S/Sgt. Harvey E. Scott were taken prisoner.
#42-30865 (No Name), piloted by 1Lt. Paul W.
Campbell, crashed near Nordhausen.  2Lt. William
J. Millner, Sgt. Dante DiMartino, S/Sgt. John W.
Brooks, S/Sgt. James F. Hoy, S/Sgt. Alexander
Wisniewski  and S/Sgt. Edward J. Cassidy were
killed. Lt. Millner, Sgt. DiMartino, S/Sgt. Hoy, and
S/Sgt. Cassidy are buried in Ardennes American
Cemetery at Liege, Belgium. Lt. Campbell, 2Lt.
John C. Doty, 1Lt. John P.D. Nothstein and T/Sgt.
Stanley J. Backiel were captured and taken
prisoner.  Lt. Nothstein was later repatriated.
#41-24619 S for Sugar, piloted by 2Lt. Thomas L.
Simmons, went  down  between  1110  and 1125
hours and crashed near Braunlage, Germany. 
B-17F #41-24619 was one of the original 303rd BG
aircraft. Pilot 2Lt. Thomas L. Simmons, Copilot 2Lt.
Fred E. Reichel, 2Lt. William L. Clyatt, Jr., 2Lt.
R.W. Vaughn, S/Sgt. W.S. Elliott, Sgt. Joseph A. Bennett, Sgt. Dante C. DiPietra, Sgt. Robert
F. Livingston, Sgt. Robert D. Stewart and Sgt. Wesley L. Hasty were captured and taken
prisoner. Sgt. Livingston died of pneumonia on 27 March 1944 in Stalag 17B at Krems, Austria.
Mission 098 - 4
ORIGINAL HENRY J.  E ICH,  JR. CREW -  359th  BS 
(crew assigned 359BS: 27 Oct 1944 - photo: Sioux Falls, 1943)
(Ba ck L -R) 2Lt Henry  J. Eich, Jr. (P -PO W ),
2Lt W illiam E . W ood side  (CP -PO W ), unkn ow n (N ) 
(Fron t)  S/Sgt De lton  C. Erdmann (RWG-POW), S /Sgt Edmond A.
Ma ggia  (TG -PO W ), S/S gt Harry Lens on (E -PO W /Re p),
 S/S gt Joh n P . Ce loni (B T-P OW ), T/Sg t Daniel S . Ha rvey  (R-K IA),
S /Sg t Raymond  M. G ils trap  (LWG-POW)
ORIGINAL JACK W.  WATSON CREW - 358th BS 
(crew assigned 358BS: 16 Nov 1943 - photo: Walla Walla, WA, Sep 1943)
(Ba ck L -R) 2Lt Jac k W . W atso n (P ), 2Lt Jo hn C . Do ty, Jr. (CP ),
2L t Haro ld  Rocketto (N),  2L t Vance Co leman (B)
 (Fron t) Sgt R om an K osinski (TG ), Sgt F red B ooth  (W G),
Sg t W illiam F uss ner (B T),S gt Harry R om anie c (R ),
Sg t Eug ene  Stew art (E), S gt Sa mu el Ro wla nd (W G) 
W ILLIA M A . PU RC EL L C RE W  - 359th  BS  - All K IA
(crew assigned 359BS: 14 Nov 1943 - photo: 28 Nov 1943)
(Ba ck L -R) 2L t W illiam  A. P urcell (P ), 2L t Franc is D . Kro hn  (CP ), 2L t Ma rvin
H. M uss ett (N), 2 Lt Jos eph  B. K yne  (B), S /Sg t Jam es C . "So nny " Be eny  (R) 
(Front) S/Sgt Peter C. Castr iciano (E), Sgt Kermit W. Nye (LWG ), Sgt Harley
R. Eastburn (RWG) , Sg t Leonard  N . Faner  (BT), Sg t John W.  Swenson  (TG)
#42-3448 (No Name), piloted by 2Lt. Henry J. Eich,
Jr., crashed in Steinhuder Lake, Germany. T/Sgt.
D.S. Harvey was killed. His body washed up near
Nienberg, Germany 6 March 1944.  Lt. Eich, 2Lt.
William E. Woodside, 2Lt. James E. Carroll, 2Lt.
William G. Stein, S/Sgt. Harry Lenson, S/Sgt. J.P.
Celoni, S/Sgt. Edmond A. Maggia, S/Sgt. D.C.
Erdmann and S/Sgt. R.M. Gilstrap were captured
and taken prisoner.  S/Sgt. Lenson was later
repatriated.
#42-29524  Meat Hound, piloted by 2Lt. Jack W.
Watson, was last seen with two feathered props at
1329 hours on a heading of 270E at 15,000 feet.
Nine parachutes were reported over the Netherlands,
most making delayed jumps. Lt. Watson returned his
damaged B-17 alone to a fighter field at
Metfield, England. The crew bailed out over
IJsselmeer (formerly Zuider Zee) Holland.  2Lt.
Vance R. Colvin, S/Sgt. Samuel L. Rowland,
Sgt. Fred H. Booth and Sgt. William H.
Fussner drowned. Lt. Colvin is buried in
Netherlands American Cemetery, Martgratten,
Netherlands. 2Lt. John G. Leverton, S/Sgt.
Harry Romaniec, Sgt. Eugene R. Stewart and
Sgt. Roman P. Kosinski were captured and
taken prisoner. Lt. Clayton David successfully
evaded capture and returned to England on 25
May 1944.
#42-29894 Baltimore Bounce, piloted by 2Lt.
William A. Purcell, blew up at 20,000 feet on
a 115E heading.  Another report stated that it
left the formation, rolled over on its back, and
crashed. Further reports alleged that a wing
came off. The ship crashed near
Laubke/Lippe.  Lt. Purcell, 2Lt. Francis D.
Krohn, 2Lt. Marvin H. Mussett, 2Lt. Joseph
B. Kyne, S/Sgt. P.C. Castriciano, S/Sgt. J.C.
Beeny, Sgt. Leon N. Faner, Sgt. K.W. Nye,
Sgt. H.R. Eastburn and Sgt. J.W. Swanson
were all killed. Lt. Mussett, S/Sgt.
Castriciano, Sgt. Faner and Sgt. Eastburn
are buried in Ardennes American Cemetery at
Liege, Belgium. 
Mission 098 - 5
Excerpts from General Travis' Official Report
The fighters started coming in at us in bunches. Our first attack was four FW-190s, next 30 FW-
190s, next 12 and they just kept coming. They attacked straight through the formation from all
angles without even rolling over. They seemed to let up just a little as we hit our initial point to start
our bomb run. We dropped our bombs squarely on the target through very meager flak. After
"bombs away," we had to take slight evasive action to avoid more flak beyond the target. We had
no fighter escort at this time, or if there was one I didn't see it, but shortly P-51 Mustangs came in
and took us back to the coast. From the target on back, enemy aircraft were fly ing around, but their
attacks were never so persistent as they were before we got to the target. We flew through
haphazard flak all the way back to the coast. It was definitely a relief from the fighter attacks we had
been getting. There was a period of three minutes until they left us that they were not around. They
came in from all sides and it was quite apparent that they were out to stop the formation from ever
reaching the target.
Capt. John J. Casello led the second 303rd BG(H) Group with Maj Glynn Shumake,
Group Operations Officer, flying as co-pilot. Capt. Casello said, "There may have been
rougher missions, but I haven't been on them. Those German fighters were really eager."
Capt. Jack Fawcett, Group bombardier, was enthusiastic about the bombing. "It was plenty
rough, but I am sure we hit the target OK," he said. S/Sgt. Leroy L. Mace, ball turret gunner
on the general's ship, claimed an enemy fighter. "He came in under us after a nose attack
and I got in two good bursts. He started down in smoke and blew up," S/Sgt. Mace said.
S/Sgt. Albert C. Santella said that one ME-109 almost hit his ship after a P-47 shot it
down. "The P-47s and P-51s really did a job today," he said.
      On 17 June 1944, the First Bombardment Division and its Bombardment Groups were awarded
the Presidential "Distinguished Unit Citation" for actions on the 11 January 1944 Oschersleben
mission. Most of the 8th Air Force, assigned to other targets in the vicinity of Oschersleben, turned
back because of adverse weather, leaving the First Division to face the might of the Luftwaffe
virtually alone.  One of the fiercest aerial battles of the war ensued in which the First Division fought
brilliantly–and bombed the target. They received a citation from President Roosevelt.
Distinguished Unit Citation
The 1st Bombardment Division (H), is cited for extraordinary heroism, determination, and
esprit de corps in action against the enemy on 11 January, 1944. On this occasion the 1st
Bombardment Division led the entire Eighth Air Force penetration into central Germany to attack
vital aircraft factories. After assembly was accomplished and the formation was proceeding toward
Germany, adverse weather conditions were encountered which prevented effective fighter cover
from reaching the 1st Bombardment Division. Taking full advantage of the relative vulnerability of
the lead division, the enemy concentrated powerful forces against it. The scale of the enemy attack
is graphically indicated by the fact that 400 encounters with enemy aircraft were recorded by units
of the 1st Bombardment Division. The gunners met these continuous attacks with accurate fire, and
the division continued toward the targets as briefed where bombs were dropped with excellent
results. On the return trip the enemy continued to concentrate his efforts on the 1st Bombardment
Division. Figures of enemy aircraft claimed by our gunners indicate that the heroism of this division
inflicted heavy losses on the enemy in the air as well as on the ground. Two hundred and ten enemy
aircraft, the largest number ever claimed by any division of the Eighth Air Force for any one mission,
were confirmed as destroyed, 43 probably destroyed and 84 damaged. The division lost 42 heavy
bombers and many of those which returned were heavily damaged. Four hundred and thirty officers
and enlisted men fa iled to return, two were k illed, and 32 others wounded. The extraordinary
heroism and tenacious fighting spirit demonstrated by the 1st Bombardment Divis ion in
accomplishing its assigned task under exceptionally difficult conditions reflect highest credit on this
organization, the Army Air Forces, and the Armed Forces of the United States.
Mission 098 - 6
The following Commendation was received by Group CO, Colonel Kermit D.
Stevens, from General Travis following the Oschersleben mission:
                                                          HEADQUARTERS                                       
                                      41st COMBAT BOMBARDMENT WING (H)
                                                      A.P.O. 634  U.S. ARMY
                                                                                                                        19 January 1944
SUBJECT: Commendation
TO: Commanding Officer, 303rd Bomb Group (H), APO 634
1.  Quoted below is a TWX from the Commanding General, Eighth Air Force and
the Commanding General, 1st Bomb Division.
"The following well deserved expression of appreciation has been received from the
Marshall of the R.A.F.  It will be brought to the attention of your combat crews who performed the
mission and to your ground personnel who made it possible."
"Sincere congratulations to organizations participating in 11 Jan. mission, which achieved
great results. There are few things that are dreaded more by the enemy than such a victory which
proves he cannot provide his important industries with adequate protection, and is causing grave
and serious  weakening of his power to resist your attacks. The loss of the gallant crews is
regretted but I am sure that the results achieved in destruction of vital centers and great number
of fighters destroyed is not too high a price to pay."
2.  It is with the greatest of pleasure that I forward the above A/X to you. I am proud to be
part of an organization which has proven, both in performance as well as statistically, that it is the
best Combat unit in the U.S. Army Air Forces.
3.  Acquaint all personnel with my appreciation of their performance which was so
outstanding that it has been applauded by military leaders of both U.S. and Great Britain.
                                                                                     ROBERT F. TRAVIS,
                                                                                                   Brigadier General, U.S.A.,
                                                                                                     Commanding
Mission 098 - 7
From the Journal of Vern L. Moncur, 359th BS Pilot
MISSION #5
Date: January 11, 1944
Target: Oschersleben, Germany
Altitude: 20,000 feet
Plane: N-029 "Wallaroo"
Position: No. 6, Lead Squadron, Lead Group
This mission was the toughest mission thus far, and as later events proved, it was the
toughest mission we had in the whole combat tour. It was rated as one of the three toughest
missions that the 8th Air Force ever flew. (In this my crew and I heartily agree!!) Immediately upon
crossing the French coast, we were engaged by very accurate flak guns. This continued for three
hours - three hours which seemed like an eternity. Many of the bursts were right ahead of us, under
our nose, wings, behind us - in fact all around us. All of them were far too close to suit any of us.
This raid was sort of botched up. Our Wing was the second Wing to go in. Because of very
bad weather closing in over England, the whole mission received orders to return to base
immediately. Our Wing, the second one, was only ten minutes from the Initial Point from which our
bomb run would begin when the recall message came through. Because of our nearness to the
target, the recall was disregarded and we went on in to bomb. The Wing ahead of us did the same
thing. However, the fighter escort which was supposed to be with us received the recall too, and our
entire escort turned around and went back to England with the other Wings of bombers. Within five
minutes after the P-47s left us, the Luftwaffe came up in great numbers and gave us a running battle
for the next three hours and forty-five minutes.
In the first wave of enemy planes, there were at least one hundred ME-109s, FW-190s, JU-
88s and a few ME-110s and JU-87s. The first pass made at our group included thirty to thirty-five
ME-109s and FW-190s. The low group, to our left, had three Forts go down from this first pass. W e
also saw three German fighters shot down by this group during this time. The No. 4 ship, lead ship
of our element and on whose wing we were flying formation, had its No. 1 engine hit. It immediately
burst into flames and dropped out of formation. A few minutes later, this plane exploded. Soon
afterward, the No. 3 ship ahead of us also caught on fire in the No. 1 engine and peeled out of
formation. This ship exploded, also. Lt. Purcell was the pilot, and he and his crew didn't have a
chance. (Purcell and I had been together through all of our training.) I then moved my ship up into
the No. 3 position, flying on the left wing of the Wing Leader, General Travis.
Several fierce attacks were made on our squadron - the other groups were getting worked
over by the Krauts, also. We were all really catching hell. We made several evas ive maneuvers to
get away from the fighters during this time. It looked like the Germans thought we were headed for
Berlin on this mission, and were making an all out effort to stop us.
Our bomb run was made amidst accurate flak bursts  and continued fighter attacks. Our
target was the factory that produced 45% of the German FW -190 fighters. From all reports, we did
a highly satisfactory  job of bombing and destroyed practically all of this plant. Later on, we were
awarded the Distinguished Unit Citation Badge for this day's work. Just before we turned on our
bombing run, poss ibly fifteen or twenty minutes before, a FW-190 made a pass at our lead ship and
then came on through the formation towards us. S/Sgt. Rosier, top turret gunner, shot him down and
thereby got his first fighter. The ball turret gunner, Sgt. Hein, got a "very probable" fighter within two
or three minutes after Ros ier had nailed his fighter.
Upon our w ithdrawal from the target, we were attacked spasmodically by fighters and shot
at by some very good flak gunners. During the concentrated fighter attack, our plane received
damage from a 20mm shell that was fired from a little above and to the left of the cockpit, going just
over the cockpit, grazing the fuselage, going through the stabilizer and elevator on the right side of
the plane. Apparently the Gods were with us, because this shell didn't explode when it hit.
Otherwise, we would have been blown to Kingdom Come.
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We also had a large hole through the No. 3 engine oil cooler, which just grazed a gas tank
and then hit the hydraulic line which operates the No. 4 engine cowl flaps. Another lucky hit for us!
As we approached the German border, two more Forts in our group were lost - only two or
three men got out of each ship. I also saw another Fort (ahead and to our left) do a very steep wing-
over, nearly going over on its back, and then go down in flames. About this time I saw a German
fighter get hit by a flak burst and explode. This made us all chuckle! High above and ahead of us,
a P-47 hit a German fighter, and the Jerry's plane exploded. And to our left, a P-47 knocked down
a JU-88 at about the same time. (We had a few P-47s and P-51s come out to help us on our
withdrawal as soon as Bomber Headquarters found out that there were two wings of bombers which
had gone on to their targets.) As an added feature during all of this time, we were continually being
shot at - and far too accurately, too - by some very good Kraut flak gunners.
Upon reaching beautiful England, we found the usual weather awaiting us. England was
socked-in with a very dense overcast, and to get below it. We came in over the coast at about 2,000
feet and then had to drop down to about 300 feet before we ever reached the base. The field was
really socked-in, and after buzzing the field, we finally located the runway and landed. Immediately
upon touching the ground, I locked the brakes because I had landed too far down the runway for
a normal landing roll. We slid both wheels - the pavement was wet from the rain and sleet - and did
just slide to a stop not over thirty feet from the end of the runway. We had just enough room left to
turn the plane around by locking one wheel and turning on a point.
Lt. McManus, my roommate, was reported to have landed somewhere in England, so we
all felt relieved and happy that he and his crew were safe. Mac and I are the only ones left of the
original ones in our squadron who started together in primary training.
All of us were a very happy and thankful bunch of boys to get our feet on the ground that
day.  England never looked so good! There was no injury to any member of the crew, though our
plane was shot up quite a bit in several places. Our bomb load was 6 five-hundred pound demolition
bombs, and we also carried one bomb bay gasoline tank.
The last reports we received from this mission listed ten planes lost out of our group.
Altogether, sixty-one Flying Fortresses and crews were lost on this mission. Of the ten crews lost
from our field, I knew five of the First Pilots personally and had done much of my training with them.
They were Lieutenants Purcell, Eich, Schwaebe, Simmons and Hallden.
Comment from James S. Andrus, Moncur's Radio Operator
This raid was the worst raid of this theatre of operations. W e were bombing the Focke-Wolf
airplane factory and we sure made a mess of it. We had P-47 escorts at the beginning of the ra id
and we were supposed to have P-51 escorts near the target, but they didn't show up. As soon as
our escorts left us we were hit by FW-190s, ME-109s, JU-88s and JU-87s. The JU-87 is the Stacey
dive-bomber. They appeared to be waiting on us, because when we saw them they were already
coming into the attack. The whole German Luftwaffe must have been up there, because most of the
B-17s didn't have a chance. I was looking out the hatch in the rad io room and I saw the first attack
on the group behind us. It's an amazing sight to see B-17s doing down.
We were in the lead group, lead squadron. When we ended up we were riding on General
Travis' left wing. All the other planes had been shot down that or iginally held that position. Lt.
Moncur and Lt. Cunningham saved the day with their evasive action. The evasive action was so
violent, half the time we were off the floor and the next thing you knew you were on the flat of your
back. Bob Rosier destroyed an FW-190 and so did Walter Hein. The guns were certainly hot that
time. The flak d idn't bother us much, but there was plenty of it. I saw a lot of enemy fighters go down
and a lot of B-17s. We lost two out of our squadron and ten off the whole base. That was one raid
that the General didn't look for. The next time he goes, I think I'll stay home. Those Jerries must
have known he was coming because they were waiting for us. All together we lost 124 aircraft.
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REMEMBERING THE BIG O
By Captain Jack B. Fawcett
From  “Hell’s Angels Forum–Your Chance to Sound Off!”
(Printed in the July 1991 issue of the Hell’s Angels Newsletter)
(Lt/Col Harold A. Susskind, USAF (Retired) – Editor)
If my number 25 mission had been Oschersleben, I might not have decided to do an extra
five.  But number twenty-five had been such a breeze, fly ing over the Bay of Biscay looking in vain
for a boat (a bombardier’s dream target!)  Lt. Col. Calhoun and Major Shumake were my pilots and
Jake (Capt. Norman N. Jacobsen) was the navigator, but even with a crew of that experience and
skill, we were forced by cloud cover to bring our bombs back.  So mission 25 left me with a feeling
of dissatisfaction – and after a bit of deliberation, I  volunteered to do another five missions.  When
the flak and fighters of the Oschersleben experience appeared, you can be sure I questioned the
sanity of my decision to do five more.
If you can bear with me, I’ll quote from the exuberant, written impression of a very young
22 year-old during that fierce yet exciting battle:
Colonel Cal was going; Jake was going, so I figured I’d go too.  It was to be a deep
penetration...and our Group would be leading the Eighth Air Force, and General Travis
accompanied us.  It was a meaty target.
As we assembled over the field I wanted to steal a few winks, but in the dawn’s grey brown
I had to keep alert for wandering aircraft from other squadrons and other neighboring air fields.  I
could see the winking Aldis Lamps and the pyrotechnic flares, their colors denoting the different
groups.  It was an early, busy sky.  I had my camera and some colored film along, so I was bound
to get some good shots.  Ah! The sun was reflecting on the sky just above the horizon.  I waited for
pictures until I had the proper red, black and grey-blue colors balanced.  I hope they’re good.  In the
early morning light I was able to see the tiny, patchwork fields take on colors of yellows, greys,
greens and browns as the sun rose.  I took a picture of this, but I doubted success.
The weather across the coast didn’t look too promis ing.  Maybe we’d have to use our
Pathfinder.  Well, that wouldn’t be so bad.  I’ve hollered long for permission to accompany a
pathfinder mission.  But of course as bombardier, I naturally prefer visual sighting.  We were hardly
across the Zuider Zee, when I looked up to discover what seemed like hundred of planes milling
around.  Friendly or enemy.  A formation of enemy fighters pulled up at nine o’clock level, ten
o’clock; then at eleven o’clock they peeled off and came at us in threes and fours – in rapid
succession.  This wave barely engulfed us before another was positioning itself for attack. Some
squadrons had twelve planes, others had thirty.  It had been so long since I had seen the type of
ferociousness now attacking us that I was momentarily spellbound.  One o’clock and eleven o’clock;
wave after wave – they certainly were determined.  Most of their attacks seemed to begin on us as
the lead ship, but then were diverted to lower (B-17) squadrons or groups.  Oh, oh, here comes a
fellow – After us – Good Lord, I fired as well as I could, but the gun position was awkward and the
plexiglass was a bit dirty at that position.  He kept boring in at us, but I could no longer bear on him
– I could only stand there with my mouth hanging open, watching and trying to convince myself that
this fellow couldn’t hit us.  Hit us, hell –!  He wasn’t concerned with fire power, he was going to ram
us!  My aching back!  Cal lifted our right wing and just then the FW passed right through were we
had been.  Whew. . . . they shouldn’t do that.  One of our men called out to say  he thought the
German was wearing a new type of oxygen mask; another said that only 15 rivets were used to hold
the FW  tank brace on.  The FW was close! N ice going, Cal!
I don’t know how long these attacks continued.  The General was calling them fast and
furious until one gunner, not knowing who was calling fighters, said in exasperation, “yes, yes, but
don’t call them so fast; I can ’t shoot at ‘em all anyway.”
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We came in south of the IP (initial point), but Jake spotted it and we headed stra ight for it.
I was able to confirm it by a near-by stream.  Then we were off to the target.  Surpr ising view. . .
thirty miles away was the forest near which my factory target was located.  The woods showed up
clearly, but the little town was lost in a grey haze.  So I put the sight on it and just waited.  In fact I
had time to set up my camera so I could possibly get some target pictures.  As we approached, I
had time to check my pre-set drift, etc.  It was all good.  Soon, I could discern the runway, the town,
and then the target.  I had plenty of time and good visibility, so my synchronization was good.
Because of the time we had, everything was quite deliberate; I would have no excuse for missing.
I had one eye on the indices, and one on the bomb rack indicator.  The indices met; the lights
disappeared.  No, two lights remained, so I jumped my salvo lever to make sure all the bombs
dropped.  With the plane again in Cal’s hands, I grabbed my camera and crawled under the
bombsight, camera poised for my bomb-fall.  Oh, boy, there they were, right in the middles of the
assembly hanger I had aimed for.  The nose glass was smeared, so I imagined the picture would
be no good.  But I watched the bomb pattern blossom, covering the target completely.  That, then,
was my justification for number 26.  That FW shop would be closed – for a long time.
Our journey home was marred by light, but damn accurate flak, which, I admit, worries me
more than it used to.  Hannover guns warned us away and Osnabruck was under clouds.  When
we began to let down, we were fired upon by coastal guns.  We penetrated the overcast in mid-
channel and came through at 3500 feet.  All too soon there was nothing to see but fog. (Jolly old
England.)  We were 700' above ground but couldn’t see it.  Nothing seemed visible!  Whooee–!
Jake was pinpointing like mad.  Just a little patch of ground was all that was visible.
Obviously, too soon I had thought ourselves safe.  Zoom – zoom an element of B-17's
drifted by.  We saw them when they were half way past.  Ulp! Now I was really sweating.  Harder
than ever before.  This was sudden death staring us in the face.  Plane after plane loomed, then
disappeared.  Yi! That was close, really close.  Much too close!  Ahh, there was the 360th Squadron
area.  Good God, I’ll bet there are thirty unseen planes circling the field.  Many at our level!  For the
first time I began to resign myself to fate.  This was a horrible mess – far worse than being fired
upon and being able to fire back.  At this point I can honestly say I was afraid.  I’m not exactly sure
of what I was afraid of, but I was shaken.  It seemed such a senseless way to end up.
Cal was flying at close to stall speed and only 300' off the ground.  He spotted a runway,
flew up one side, and turned sharply around for position to land.  As we came in, we found a ship
just ahead, and planes were appearing from every which way.  But we settled on the runway behind
three other ships.  Good piloting and safe at last!  As we rolled down the runway, we could see that
landed ships were sitting everywhere on the field.  Some wheel-deep in mud.  Hmmm – we still
risked having a desperate ship settling on top of us.  But of course we still had our marvelous luck,
and finally ended up in the Eight Ball’s dispersal area.
If I remember correctly, the General said something about not having to do that sort of thing,
and of seeing the light.  At that point, I wondered if I had seen the light.  But I did go on to finish 30
missions.  And it is interesting: as I read my notes again of the Oschersleben mission, the events
stand out in my mind; but before the prompting of notes, I recalled most vividly the anxiety caused
by the fearful landing conditions at Molesworth.  I also confess I was proud of the success of the
bomb drop that day.
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Crew Reports of Enemy Aircraft Destroyed or Damaged
Gunner Claims: Destroyed 25, Probable 16, Damaged 6, Total 47, No Claim 1
Confirmed Claims: Destroyed 29, Probable 5, Damaged 9, Total 43, No Claim 5
Claim Confirmed
Sgt. Edward Ruppel (264) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
           "            " FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
           "            " ME-110 Probable Damaged
           "            " FW-190 Probable Damaged
T/Sgt. Robert E. King (264) FW-190 Probable Destroyed
T/Sgt. William H. Simpkins (264) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
           "            " FW-190 Probable Destroyed
Sgt. Robert A. Jeffrey (264) FW-190 Destroyed Probable
2Lt. Woodrow W. Monkres (264) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
2Lt. Warren S. Wiggins (264) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
S/Sgt. Stanley E. Moody (264) FW-190 Probable Destroyed
           "            " FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
           "            " FW-190 Probable Probable
Sgt. Royal G. Kennard (893) ME-210 Probable No Claim
Sgt. James E. Munson (213) FW-190 Probable Damaged
Sgt. Clifton C. Cowles (213) ME-110 Destroyed Destroyed
Sgt. Paul J. Barmak (177) ME-109 Destroyed Destroyed
T/Sgt. George R. Keesling (635) FW-190 Probable Destroyed
S/Sgt. LeRoy L. Mace (635) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
Sgt. Richard H. Lebeck (306) ME-109 Probable Damaged
Sgt. Bill Stapelton (306) ME-109 Damaged Probable
S/Sgt. John G. Steele (306) FW-190 Damaged Damaged
Pvt. Robert Cundiff (483) FW-190 Damaged No Claim
S/Sgt. Floyd L. Sanelli (483) FW-190 Damaged No Claim
2Lt. Byron F. Clark (605) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
2Lt. Walter Ulbricht (605) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
Sgt. Edward M. Hirn (183) FW-190 Probable Destroyed
S/Sgt. Robert L. Rosier (029) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
2Lt. Richard R. Bowen (314) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
2Lt. Gerald Palmer (314) ME-109 Destroyed Destroyed
Sgt. Kenneth L. Holder (561) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
Sgt. Gregory C. Meyer (399) FW-190 Probable Damaged
S/Sgt. Mack E. Daniels (399) FW-190 Probable Probable
Sgt. James E. Roberts (841) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
S/Sgt. Frank Patrone (841) ME-109 Damaged  Damaged
          “                 ” ME-109 No Claim No Claim
Sgt. David O. Michael (841) ME-109 Destroyed Destroyed
T/Sgt. H.S. Carnathan (931) ME-109 Destroyed Destroyed
Sgt. Warren G. Hubley (471) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
Sgt. Elvin F. Webbink (471) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
Sgt. Wendell R. Petree (471) ME-109 Destroyed Damaged
Sgt. Leonard C. McFall (795) FW-190 Probable Destroyed
2Lt. Ernest L. Cronin (795) FW-190 Probable Destroyed
Sgt. Ervin Hilborn (081) FW-190 Destroyed Destroyed
Sgt. Ira Friedman (081) FW-190 Probable No Claim
         "                  " JU-88 Destroyed Destroyed
Sgt. Walter A. Kowalonek (081) FW-190 Destroyed Probable
2Lt. Robert W. Meagher (241) ME-109 Damaged Damaged
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Route Map
Mission 098 - 13
The '8' Ball Mk II #41-24635 (359BS) BN-O
1st BD Lead (359BS) - Pilot LtCol W.R. Calhoun, Jr. / CoPilot B/Gen R.F. Travis
Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Lead Group
Travis-Calhoun
635
Purcell                                     Legates
                                              894                                482BG PFF #42-3491
                                                                      Eich
                                                                      448
                                           Moncur                                   Dahleen
                                               029                                          183
                     Emerson                                                                       Mackin-Goolsby                
                          562                                                                                      314
Smith                                   Kyse                                      Hybert                                   Newell
  239                                      893                                          177                                        807
                      Watson                                                                                Young
                         524                                                                                      306
Troppman                         Worthley                               McManus                                   Bech
     629                                   973                                          213                                         483
                                                                                                                  Stoulil
                                                                                                                     561
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41st CBW - 303BG-B Low (360BS) - Pilot Capt J.J. Casello / CoPilot Maj G.F. Shumake
Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Low Group
Casello-Shumake
931
                                         Underwood                                 Crook
                                               399                                          340
Wilson
471
                                            Hallden                                  Holdcroft
                                               896                                          052
                        Sheets                                                                              Campbell                     
                           241                                                                                      865
McGarry                              Sullivan                               Hungerford                        Schwaebe
    081                                      200                                          785                                    360
                         Hoeg                                                                              Henderson
                          795                                                                                      264
Carothers                            Simmons                                  Glass                               DaShiell
     131                                      619                                          841                                     794
                      McClellan                                                                            Lawlor
                           587                                                                                     055
                                                                                                                                     Harrison
                                                                                                                                 Spare - 885
                                                                                                                   Shoup
                                                                                                               Spare - 605
Four (4) aircraft aborted this mission:
Lt. Worthley in 973, Lt. Newell in 807, Capt. Hungerford in 785, Lt. Lawlor in 055
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358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists
B-17G #42-30865 (No Name)  CR-L
P Campbell, Paul W., 1Lt   POW
CP Doty, John C., 2Lt   POW
NAV Nothstein, John P., 2Lt      POW/REP
BOM Millner, William J., 2Lt   KIA
ENG Backiel, Stanley J., T/Sgt   POW
RWG Wisniewski, Alexander, S/Sgt  KIA
RO DiMartino, Dante, Sgt   KIA
BT Brooks, John W., Sgt   KIA
LWG Hoy, James F., S/Sgt   KIA
TG Cassidy, Edward J., S/Sgt   KIA
B-17G #42-37893  Bam Bam
P Kyse, Walter R., 2Lt
CP Taylor, James B., 2Lt
NAV Steely, Hobart H., 1Lt
BOM Mack, Austin J., 2Lt
ENG Jones, Douglas L., S/Sgt
BT Kennard, Royal G., Sgt
RO Dulin, Woodroe G., S/Sgt
RWG Schweinebraten, Leslie H., Sgt
TG Cox, James B., S/Sgt
LWG Hitt, William T., S/Sgt
B-17G #42-31239  (No Name)
P Smith, Marshall L., 2Lt
CP Palecek, Francis J., 2Lt
NAV Neuwirth, Edward, 2Lt
BOM Troy, Edward J., 2Lt
ENG Dick, Andrew, S/Sgt
LWG Schor, John, Sgt
RO Frolick, Edwin J., S/Sgt
BT Witherwax, Leon J., Sgt
TG Fugate, Walter O., Sgt
RWG Stauter, Herman L., Sgt
B-17G #42-39794  (No Name)  CR-L
P DaShiell, William C., 2Lt    KIA
CP Mabie, Hilton C., 2Lt    KIA
NAV Sutherland, Thomas A., 2Lt    KIA
BOM Fee, George H., Sgt    KIA
ENG Stevenson, Robert L., S/Sgt    KIA
BT Robinson, Arthur H., Sgt     KIA
RO Radebaugh, Bernard J., S/Sgt  KIA
RWG Owen, Robert J., Sgt    KIA
LWG Parker, Robert A., Sgt    KIA
TG McKinney, Clifford M., Sgt    KIA
B-17F #42-29524 Meat Hound
P Watson, Jack W., 2Lt   RET
CP David, Clayton C., 2Lt   EVD 
NAV Leverton, John G., 2Lt   POW
BOM Colvin, Vance R., 2Lt   KIA  
ENG Rowland, Samuel L., S/Sgt   KIA
LWG Stewart, Eugene R., Sgt   POW
RO Romaniec, Harry, S/Sgt   POW
RWG Fussner, William H., Sgt   KIA
TG Kosinski, Roman P., Sgt   POW
BT Booth, Fred H., Sgt   KIA
B-17G #42-39785  Thru Hel'en Hiwater
P Hungerford, Merle R., Capt
CP Arundale, Karl B., 2Lt
NAV Vogel, Joe B., 2Lt
BOM Barlow, James F., 2Lt
ENG Finch, Charles C., S/Sgt
RWG Elovich, James T., Sgt
RO Davis, Richard A., S/Sgt
BT Miller, Richard C., Sgt
LWG Petix, Angelo P., Sgt
TG Fertitta, Joseph F., Sgt
(Abortive)
KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS
CREW POSITIONS
CMP - Command Pilot
P - Pilot
CP - Co-Pilot
NAV - Navigator
ANV - Ass't. Navigator
MNV - Mickey Navigator
ENG - Engineer
BOM - Bombardier
RO - Radio Operator
TOG - Togglier
BT - Ball Turret Operator
TT - Top Turret Operator
TG - Tail Gunner
NG - Nose Gunner
RG - Radio Gunner
WG - Waist Gunner
LWG - Left Waist Gunner
RWG - Right Waist Gunner
GUN - Gunner
VI - Voice Interpreter
OBS - Observer
PAS - Passenger
PHO - Photographer
RESULTS OF MISSION
KIA - Killed in action
WIA - Wounded in action
MIA - Missing in action
POW - Prisoner of war
DOW - Died of wounds
EVD - Evaded the enemy
INT - Interned in neu  cntry
REP - Repatriated
RES - Rescued
ESC - Escaped
BO - Bailed out
DCH - Ditched
CR-L - Crashed on land
CR-S - Crashed at sea
Mission 098 - 16
358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.
B-17F #42-29629 Connecticut Yankee
P Troppman, Walter W., 2Lt
CP Elder, Damon C., 2Lt
NAV Minkowitz, Samuel, 2Lt
BOM Armstrong, Charles C., 2Lt
ENG Wilson, David L., S/Sgt
LWG Clark, Norman M., Sgt
RO Gilmore, Daniel F., S/Sgt
BT Mirenda, Frank J., Sgt
TG Swank, Verden D., Sgt
RWG Garcia, Mario D., Sgt
B-17F #42-5360  Old Faithful  CR-L
P Schwaebe, Harry A., 2Lt   POW
CP Dumse, Harold F., 2Lt   POW
NAV Degnan, Paul T., 2Lt   POW
BOM Wiley, Wilburn W., 2Lt   POW
ENG Foreman, Roy, S/Sgt   POW
LWG Malcolm, James F., Sgt   POW
RO Tudor, Mark E., T/Sgt   POW
BT Harvey, Benjamin F., Sgt   POW
TG Iott, George F., Sgt   POW
RWG Whitesell, Russell O., Sgt   KIA
B-17F #41-24562  Sky Wolf  CR-L
P Emerson, Aubrey L., 2Lt   POW
CP Riddick, McDonald L., 2Lt   POW
NAV Halliburton, J.B. Lewis, 1Lt   POW
NG DeLaura, Don J., 2Lt   POW
ENG Mullins, Grover C., T/Sgt   POW
RWG Pleasant, James H., S/Sgt   POW
RO Supple, James C., T/Sgt   POW
BT Zeitner, Howard H., S/Sgt   KIA
TG Sutton, Bernard J., S/Sgt   POW
LWG Viszneki, John G., S/Sgt   POW
B-17F #42-5264  Yankee Doodle Dandy
P Henderson, John F., 2Lt
CP Ames, Walter J., 2Lt
NAV Wiggins, Warren S., 2Lt
BOM Monkres, Woodrow W., 2Lt
ENG Simpkins, William H., S/Sgt
LWG Burkart, Ralph F., Sgt KIA
RO King, Robert E., T/Sgt
BT Ruppel, Edward, Sgt
RWG Moody, Stanley E., Sgt
TG Jeffrey, Robert A., Sgt DOW
PHO Dockendorf, Cyril, Sgt
B-17F #42-2973  Iza Vailable
P Worthley, Joe R., 2Lt
CP Crook, Kenneth D., 2Lt
NAV Ratay, Joseph B., 2Lt
BOM Blum, Eugene C., 2Lt
ENG Johnson, Edwin D., S/Sgt
BT Vanderhoff, Grant W., Sgt
RO Egan, Harry R., S/Sgt
RWG Malherbe, Benjamin F., S/Sgt
TG Lawson, Fred B., Sgt
LWG Robinson, Ray I., Sgt
(Abortive)
Mission 098 - 17
359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists
B-17F #41-24605  Knockout Dropper
P Shoup, Noel E., 2Lt
CP Litherland, James, 2Lt
NAV Clark, Byron F., 2Lt
BOM Ulbricht, Walter E., 2Lt
ENG Bragg, Ben W., S/Sgt
RWG Gribble, Robert F., Sgt
RO Harrison, Donald B., T/Sgt
LWG Asvestos, Nick, S/Sgt
BT Hostetter, William L., Jr., Sgt
TG Ross, Harry C., Sgt
B-17F #42-5306  (No Name)
P Young, Elmer W., 2Lt
CP Sassone, Joseph C., 2Lt
NAV Schoner, George R., 2Lt
BOM Yelsky, Fred B., 2Lt
ENG Steele, John C., S/Sgt
RO Dulick, Steve, S/Sgt
BT Lebeck, Richard H., Sgt
RWG Rohaly, Andrew, Jr., Sgt
LWG Withrow, John W., Sgt
TG Stapelton, Bill, Sgt
PHO Hunter, Robert G., S/Sgt
B-17G #42-31483 Bonnie B
P Bech, G. Neil, Jr., 2Lt
CP Hall, Franklin M., 2Lt
NAV Cotter, Edward R., 2Lt
BOM Corbin, Frederick A., F/O
ENG Sanelli, Floyd L., S/Sgt
RWG Boatwright, Edward C., Sgt
RO Dennis, Julian E., S/Sgt
BT Johnson, Lawrence G., Sgt
LWG Cundiff, Robert W., Sgt
TG Cox, Elbert S., Jr., Sgt
PHO Mahaffey, William D., S/Sgt
B-17F #42-3029  Wallaroo
P Moncur, Vern L., 2Lt
CP Cunningham, Billy A., 2Lt
NAV Brooks, James, 2Lt
BOM Chang, David K.S., 2Lt
ENG Rosier, Robert L., S/Sgt
RO Andrus, James S., S/Sgt
BT Hein, Walter E., Sgt 
RWG Baer, Richard K., Sgt
LWG Dickman, Thomas J., Sgt
TG Wike, Leonard L., Sgt
B-17G #42-31213  Pistol Packin' Mama
P McManus, Henry, F/O
CP Bishop, Robert F., 2Lt
NAV Carroll, Charles P., 2Lt
BOM Cecot, Chester R., 2Lt
ENG Row, Robert A., S/Sgt
RO Colburn, Robert R., S/Sgt
RWG Doezema, Albert, Sgt
LWG Jewett, William B., Sgt
BT Munson, James E., Sgt
TG Cowles, Clifton G., Sgt
B-17G #42-39807  Nero
P Newell, Noel N., 2Lt
CP Donalson, Douglas C., 2Lt
NAV Rhoads, Lester A., 2Lt
BOM Hoover, William L., 2Lt
ENG Freinwald, Earl C., S/Sgt
LWG McGee, Richard, Sgt
RO Weepie, Robert F., S/Sgt
TG Atkinson, William E., Sgt
BT Hart, Edgar B., Jr., Sgt
RWG Mendel, Myron R., Sgt
(Abortive)
B-17F #41-24635  The '8' Ball MK II
P Calhoun, William R., Jr., LtCol
CP Travis, Robert F., BGen
NAV Jacobson, Norman H., Capt
NAV Gust, Darrell D., 1Lt
BOM Fawcett, Jack B., Capt
ENG Keesling, George R., T/Sgt
RWG Santella, Albert G., S/Sgt
RO Fitzsimmons, Kenneth P., T/Sgt
BT Mace, LeRoy L., S/Sgt
LWG Jennings, Harley F., S/Sgt
TG Halpin, Robert H., 2Lt
B-17F #42-3448  (No Name)  CR-S
P Eich, Henry J., Jr. 2Lt POW
CP Woodside, William E., 2Lt POW
NAV Carroll, James E., 2Lt POW
BOM Stein, William G., 2Lt POW
ENG Lenson, Harry., Sgt       POW/REP
BT Celoni, J.P., Sgt POW
RO Harvey, D.S., S/Sgt KIA
RWG Erdmann, D.C., Sgt POW
TG Maggia, Edmond A., S/Sgt POW
LWG Gilstrap, R.M., Sgt POW
Mission 098 - 18
359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.
B-17G #42-31177  Lonesome Polecat
P Hybert, Arthur J., 2Lt
CP Harrison, Weldon O., 2Lt
NAV Lunde, Frithjof M., 2Lt
BOM Kelly, James H., Jr., 2Lt
ENG Broderick, George V., S/Sgt
RO Ratford, Edward V., S/Sgt
RWG Gilcrease, Roland L., Sgt
BT Jaehne, Charles R., Sgt
LWG Neathery, Ralph P., Sgt
TG Barmak, Paul J., Sgt
B-17F #42-29894  Baltimore B  CR-L
P Purcell, William A., 2Lt KIA
CP Krohn, Francis D., 2Lt KIA
NAV Mussett, Marvin H., 2Lt KIA
BOM Kyne, Joseph B., 2Lt KIA
ENG Castriciano, P.C., S/Sgt KIA
RO Beeny, J.C., S/Sgt KIA
LWG Nye, K.W., Sgt KIA
RWG Eastburn, H.R., Sgt KIA
BT Faner, Leon N., Sgt KIA
TG Swanson, J.W., Sgt KIA
B-17F #41-24561  The Duchess
P Stoulil, Donald W., 2Lt
CP Callahan, Edward F., 2Lt
NAV Susskind, Harold A., 2Lt
BOM Trawicki, George J., 2Lt
ENG Romer, Eugene A., Sgt
LWG Brown, William F., Jr., Sgt
RO Owen, James C., Sgt
BT Holder, Kenneth L., Sgt
RWG Greene, George P., Jr., Sgt
TG Turkington, Calvin G., Sgt
B-17G # 42-31314  Scorchy
P Mackin, George T., Capt
CP Goolsby, Billy M., 2Lt
NAV Palmer, Gerald M., 2Lt
BOM Bowen, Richard R., 2Lt
ENG Bumgarner, Donald, T/Sgt
LWG Rothrock, Harry J., S/Sgt
RO Greenhalgh, Chester W., T/Sgt
BT Chraniuk, William, S/Sgt
TG Strobel, William A., S/Sgt
RWG Cueto, Frank Z., S/Sgt
B-17G #42-31183  Bad Penny
P Dahleen, Howard D., 2Lt
CP Austin, John T., 2Lt
NAV Klingensmith, Russell S., 2Lt
BOM Gauthier, Raymond W., 2Lt
ENG Malcolm, Orrick H., S/Sgt
RO Swanson, Clifford E., S/Sgt
RWG Smith, Harding W., Sgt
LWG Titsworth, William E., Sgt
BT Hirn, Edward M., Sgt
TG Covington, Charles G., Sgt
PFF B-17F #42-3491 482BG (MI-G)
P Legates, Capt
CP Conkey, 1Lt
NAV Lambert, 1Lt
NAV Beacock, 1Lt
BOM Farwell, 1Lt
ENG Asmus, T/Sgt
RO Jumper, T/Sgt
WG Lemmerman, Sgt
WG Bowen, Sgt
BT Billingsley, S/Sgt
TG Harmes, S/Sgt
Mission 098 - 19
360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists
B-17G  #42-31052  (No Name)
P Holdcroft, Lloyd L., Lt
CP Bradley, Clyde W., Jr., Lt
NAV Pace, Charles M., Lt
BOM O'Donnell, John J., Lt
ENG DeMarco, John A., S/Sgt
RWG Hustus, Walter L., Sgt
RO Francis, Walter G., S/Sgt
LWG Slusser, Walter C., Sgt
BT Kern, Lloyd F., Sgt
TG Krumholz, Robert A., Sgt
B-17G #42-31471  Doolittle's Destroyer
P Wilson, Fred F., Lt
CP Bowen, James W., Lt
NAV Przybyszewski, Henry S., Lt
BOM Fahlbusch, Joseph F., Lt
ENG Goland, Harry, S/Sgt
RWG Roads, Dwight W., Jr., Sgt
RO Mirkin, Herman H., S/Sgt
LWG Petree, Wendell R., Sgt
BT Webbink, Elvin F., Sgt
TG Hubley, Warren G., Sgt
B-17G #42-31340  Miss Liberty
P Crook, Charles D., Lt
CP Evans, Ernest N., Lt
NAV Davis, Roscoe, Lt
BOM DeLuca, Joseph, F/O
ENG Breitenbach, Louis H., S/Sgt
RWG Chavez, Salvador, Sgt
RO Hannan, Robert J., S/Sgt
LWG Williams, Norris R., Sgt
BT Cheek, Roy A., Sgt
TG Hensley, James H., Sgt
B-17G #42-31055  Aloha
P Lawlor, John C., Jr., Lt
CP Hicks, David F., Lt
NAV Munroe, Linton S., Jr., Lt
BOM Barker, Havelock W., Lt
ENG Tower, Jack W., S/Sgt
RWG Baker, Nelson, Sgt
RO Esposito, Frank B., S/Sgt
LWG Krenek, Joe W., Sgt
BT Kuntashian, Warren V., Sgt 
TG Butler, Raymond K., Sgt
(Abortive)
B-17G #42-37896  (No Name)  CR-L
P Hallden, Robert H., Lt   KIA
CP Gentry, Raymond L., Lt   KIA
NAV Limon, Gerald N., Lt   POW
BOM Hubenschmidt, John W., F/O   POW
ENG Binben, H.M., S/Sgt   POW
LWG Moore, C.E., Sgt   POW
RO Hutchins, Dalton R., S/Sgt   POW
RWG Hays, Hubert G., Sgt   POW
BT Robinson, Robert B., Sgt   POW
TG Chatoian, Carl H., Sgt   POW
B-17G #42-31399  (No Name)
P Underwood, George E., Lt
CP Doering, Creighton G., Lt
NAV Parker, Duane C., Lt
BOM Riley, Milton S., Lt
ENG Daniels, Mack E., S/Sgt
RWG Rike, Thomas L., Jr., Sgt
RO Phipps, Charles F., S/Sgt
BT Dinneen, Thomas E., S/Sgt
LWG Casselman, Glen L., Sgt
TG Meyer, Gregory C., Sgt
B-17G #42-37841  Banshee
P Glass, Henry F., Lt
CP McMahan, Eugene A. Lt
NAV Ross, Lawrence D., Lt
BOM Robrock, Paul A., Lt
ENG Patrone, Frank, S/Sgt
LWG Stellato, Francis A., Sgt
RO Miller, Gordon R., S/Sgt
RWG Carbillano, Dominick J., Sgt
BT Michael, David O., Sgt
TG Roberts, James E., Sgt
B-17F #42-29931  Satan's Workshop
P Casello, John J., Capt
CP Shumake, Glynn F., Maj
NAV Effinger, Lawrence E., Capt
BOM Clark, Fred T., Lt
ENG Carnathan, Hugh S., T/Sgt
TG Huguenin, Wesley V., Lt
RO Calco, Anthony, T/Sgt
LWG Frost, Carlyle A., S/Sgt
BT Ponder, Truly S., S/Sgt
RWG Gray, Johnnie E., S/Sgt
GUN Stout, Otis T., S/Sgt
Mission 098 - 20
427th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists
B-17F #42-5081  Luscious Lady
P McGarry, John J., Jr., Lt
CP Jenkins, Elton L., Lt
NAV Halligan, Robert W., Lt
BOM Foe, Kenneth D., Lt
ENG Grace, Henry J., S/Sgt
BT Friedman, Ira, Sgt
RO Wilson, Elmer A., S/Sgt
TG Kowalonek, Walter A., Sgt
LWG Brown, Edgar S., Sgt
RWG Hilborn, Ervin, Sgt
B-17F #41-24619  S for Sugar  CR-L
P Simmons, Thomas L., Lt  POW
CP Reichel, Fred E., Lt  POW
NAV Clyatt, William L., Jr., Lt  POW
BOM Vaughan, Richard W., Lt  POW
ENG Elliott, W.S., S/Sgt  POW
BT DiPietra, Dante C., Sgt  POW
RO Bennett, Joseph A., S/Sgt  POW
TG Hasty, Wesley L., Sgt  POW
LWG Stewart, Robert D., Sgt  POW
RWG Livingston, Robert F., Sgt    POW/D
B-17F #42-29795  Flying Bitch
P Hoeg, Kenneth A., F/O
CP O'Hare, Phil W., Lt
NAV Olsen, Kenneth L., Lt
BOM Cronin, Ernest L., Lt
ENG Relyea, Ralph R., S/Sgt
BT McMahan, Bonnar P., Sgt
RO O'Connor, William S., S/Sgt
TG Vargas, Michael A., Sgt
LWG McFall, Leonard C., Sgt
RWG McLaughlin, Jesse W., Sgt
B-17G #42-31241  Spirit of Wanette
P Sheets, Robert W., Lt
CP McCall, Robert S., Lt
NAV Peacock, Lawrence A., Lt
BOM Meagher, Robert W., Lt
ENG Neuner, Francis X., S/Sgt
BT King, Earl J., Sgt
RO Du Bray, Ernest D., S/Sgt
TG Sullens, Tom C., Sgt
LWG Donnelly, James F., Sgt
RWG Smith, Leonard C., Sgt
B-17F #42-3131  Flak Wolf  CR-L
P Carothers, John W., Lt   KIA
CP Frost, Charles E., Lt   KIA
NAV Linnehan, Arthur, Lt   POW
BOM Barriscale, Howard W., Lt   POW
ENG Scott, Harvey E., S/Sgt   POW
BT Peavy, Robert T., Sgt   KIA
RO Rajcula, George S., S/Sgt   KIA
TG Ziegler, Roland R., Sgt   KIA
LWG Morneau, Francis J., Sgt   KIA
RWG Rogers, Wiley A., T/Sgt   KIA
B-17G #42-39885  Sweet Rose O'Grady
P Harrison, Emmittes S., Jr., Lt
CP Bastean, Stephen B., Lt
NAV Kurnik, Walter F., Lt
BOM  Biedanski, Edmund J., Lt
ENG Rombach, Joseph H., S/Sgt
BT Dye, James W., S/Sgt
RO Volmer, Lawrence O., S/Sgt
TG Burkett, Albert S., Sgt
LWG Campbell, Walter C., Sgt
RWG Hawk, Kenneth L., Sgt
B-17F #41-24587 Bad Check  CR-L
P McClellan, George S., Jr., Lt   KIA
CP Fisher, William A., 2Lt   KIA
NAV Kaliher, John C., Lt   POW
BOM Cornish, Merlin L., Lt   POW
ENG Tempesta, David, T/Sgt   KIA
RWG Chiles, Alfred B., Jr., S/Sgt   POW
RO Callihan, George A., T/Sgt   KIA
BT Yarian, Robert G., S/Sgt   POW
TG Dugan, Charles E., S/Sgt   POW
LWG Heaton, Barnell S., S/Sgt   POW
B-17G 42-31200  Old Crow
P Sullivan, Francis X., Lt
CP Brangwin, Kenneth R., Lt
NAV Eccleston, Edward F., Lt
BOM Bawol, Walter S., Lt
ENG Frey, James L., S/Sgt
BT Latta, Thomas B., T/Sgt
RO Sullivan, James J., S/Sgt
TG Stone, Vernon W., Sgt
RWG Swanson, Charles A., Sgt
LWG Keely, Eugene F., Sgt
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Jan. 11, 1944 
42-29654 Lt. E. B. Apperson 
42-29749 Lt. W. E. McLawhorn 
42-29831 Lt. J. T. Eickhoff 
42-29835 Lt. C. T. Pryor 
42-29848 Lt. G. A. Songer 
42-29849 Lt. M. Sherman 
42-29858 Lt. L. H. Blaisdell 
42-29861 Lt. H. C. Cannon - Shot down by fighters. Lt. Harold C. Cannon (POW), Lt. John E. May (POW), 
Lt. George M. Farrell (POW), Lt. Robert W. Wood (POW), T/Sgt. James B. Ball (POW), T/Sgt. Paul Kallas 
(POW), S/Sgt. Richard W. Emmick (POW),S/Sgt. Wayne A. Kittilson (POW), S/Sgt. Manuel Trujillo (POW), 
S/Sgt. Robert Broadsky (POW). 
42-29863 Lt. M. A. Brooksby 
42-29925 Lt. B. F. Winton 
42-30780 Lt. W. H. Myers - Shot down by fighters. Lt. William H. Myers (KIA), Ly. John B. Hart Jnr. 
(KIA), Lt. William F. Carmichael (POW), Lt. Arthur M. Jones Jnr. (MIA), T/Sgt. Clyde M. Caudle (MIA), 
T/Sgt. LaVern W. Sherman (KIA), Sgt. William N. Bloshko (POW), Sgt, Herbert H. Bivens (POW), Sgt. 
John S. Ricci (KIA), Sgt. James W. Mansfield (KIA). 
42-31481 Lt. R. J. Case - Shot down by fighters. Lt. Richard J. Case (POW), Lt. George E. Smith (POW), 
Lt. Edward P. Jackson (POW), Lt. David L. Steed (POW), T/Sgt. Donald L. Hansen (POW), Sgt. James 
Wiersma (POW), S/Sgt. Harry G. Simmons Jnr. (POW), S/Sgt. Harold J. Peters (POW), S/Sgt. David W. 
Flanzbaum (POW), S/Sgt. Raymond E. Howard (KIA). 
42-3623 Lt. G. J. Procak - Shot down by fighters. Lt. George J. Procak (POW), Lt. George B. Neely (POW), 
Lt. Jerrold S. Trumbower (POW), Lt. James P. Keating (POW), S/Sgt. John J. Cipriano (POW), T/Sgt. Saul 
E. Susman (POW), Sgt. Peter J. Goinvic (POW), Sgt. Eugene R. Chelstowski (POW), S/Sgt. Otis L. 
Williams (POW), S/Sgt. E. T. Burgess Jnr. (KIA). 
42-37780 Lt. D. E. McCafferty 
42-37825 Lt. D. E. Floden 
42-38028 Lt. S. L. McClusky 
42-39761 Lt. T. E. White - Shot down by fighters. Lt. Thompson E. White (POW), Lt. Valleau Wilkie JJnr. 
(POW), Lt. Fred Warren Jnr. (POW), T/Sgt. Peter A. Soderling (POW), Sgt. Clyde L. Mellen (POW), S/Sgt. 
Harry D. Dratz (escaped), Sgt. Norman Elkin (escaped), Sgt. John E, Watson (POW), Sgt. Walter R. Snyder 
(escaped), Sgt. Hyman A. Hitow (POW). 
42-39834 Lt. G. W. Mears 
42-39835 Lt. R. P. Knapp 
42-39849 Lt. K. G. Rohde 
42-39857 Lt. D. W. Litsinger 
42-39905 Lt. T. D. Garner - Shot down by fighters. Lt. Thomas D. Garner (POW), Lt. Edward R. Hodgson 
(POW), Lt. Tony Diprima (POW), Lt. Albert F. La Shier (POW), S/Sgt. Victor B. Pyles (POW), S/Sgt. Bruce 
W. Warden (POW), Sgt. Keith S. Cummins (POW), Sgt. William O. Hefferman (POW), Sgt. Erwin G. 
Huggett (KIA), S/Sgt. Ralph C. Foster (KIA).  	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  379	  A/C	  Pilots/Formation	  Pattern	  	  526	  Squadron:	  Group	  Lead	  Squadron:	  	  Sipes	  	  42-­‐30237	  524,	  Lead,	  Lead	  Element	  (Group	  Lead)	  Bielawski	  	  42-­‐39782	  No.	  2	  Lead	  Element,	  Lead	  Squadron	  Corson	  	  42-­‐37732	  No.	  3,	  Lead	  Element,	  Lead	  Squadron	  Wheeler	  	  42-­‐37791	  	  Lead,	  Lead	  Element,	  Lead	  Squadron	  Hahn	  	  42-­‐31720	  	  	  No.	  2,	  Second	  Element,	  Lead	  Squadron	  Jaynes	  	  42-­‐39783	  No.	  3,	  Second	  Element,	  Lead	  Squadron	  Streit	  	  42-­‐9897	  No.	  4,	  Second	  Element,	  Lead	  Squadron	  	  (524	  Crew)	  	  525	  Squadron:	  	  High	  Squadron	  	  Hunter	  	  524,	  Lead,	  Lead	  Element,	  High	  Squadron	  Miller	  	  858	  	  No.	  2,	  Lead	  Element,	  High	  Squadron	  Brown	  	  040	  	  No.	  3,	  Lead	  Element,	  High	  Squadron	  Smith	  	  889	  	  Lead,	  Second	  Element,	  High	  Squadron	  Waggoner	  	  768	  	  No.	  2,	  Second	  Element,	  High	  Squadron	  Suber	  	  	  389	  	  No.	  3,	  Second	  Element.	  High	  Squadron	  Adams	  	  043	  	  No.	  4,	  Second	  Element,	  High	  Squadron	  	  524	  Squadron:	  	  Low	  Squadron	  	  Hemphill	  	  42-­‐5830	  	  Lead,	  Lead	  Element,	  Low	  Squadron	  Morse	  	  42-­‐5828	  	  No.	  2,	  Lead	  Element,	  Low	  Squadron	  Heath	  42-­‐1028	  	  No.	  3,	  Lead	  Element,	  Low	  Squadron	  McCall	  42-­‐1021	  	  Lead,	  Second	  Element,	  Low	  Squadron	  Bridwell	  	  42-­‐9829	  	  No.	  2,	  Second	  Element,	  Low	  Squadron	  Roach	  	  42-­‐31050	  	  No.	  3,	  Second	  Element,	  Low	  Squadron	  Sanda	  	  42-­‐31085	  	  No.	  4,	  Second	  Element,	  Low	  Squadron	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44th Bomb Group Mission Number 58
Date City Country Target
1/11/1944 Oschersleben Germany Fighter Aircraft Assembly Plant
Unofficial Mission Summary 
Target: FIGHTER AIRCRAFT ASSEMBLY FACTORY OF A.G.O. FLUGZEUGWERKE A.G. 
The production of FW 190s at this plant is approximately 45% of the total output. In addition to final assembly, this plant also
manufactures nearly all the components necessary for the assembly of FW 190s such as wings, fuselages and tail assemblies. 
Because weather closed in over the bases sooner than was expected. The "Recall" signal was sent out. At the time the Recall was
heard, the B-17s were so close to their targets that they decided to continue on their mission. 
19 aircraft bombed the primary target and 2 bombed targets of last resort. The enemy fighter opposition was intense and extremely
aggressive. Enemy Aircraft greatly outnumbered friendly escort in the vicinity of the target areas and on the way home. It is
estimated that the number of enemy fighters seen was between 100 and 150 and included every type of operational equipment the
enemy possesses.
Intense flak was encountered at Brunswick at 21,000 feet and was considered accurate and black in color. 
It may be noted that very few friendly fighters (four or five) were seen at the target and after that no friendly fighters were observed.
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532	  Partial	  Loading	  List	  	  P	  	  Hutchins,	  Hugh	   	   42-­‐3411	  N	  	  Goodman,	  William	  RO	  	  Knauth,	  Edward	  TT,	  Bucey,	  Lester	  TG	  	  Braun,	  Hilbert	  	  P	  	  McNeil,	  Edward	   	   42-­‐37786	  
 P	  	  Robinson,	  Richard	  (535)	   42-­‐7969	  	  CP	  McCrory,	  Dale	  N	  	  Brzoska,	  Walter	  B	  	  Scheider,	  Mark	  RO	  Pszalgalski,	  Alex	  TT	  	  Ellis,	  Paul	  LW	  	  Connors,	  Edmund	  RW	  	  Provinsha,	  William	  BT	  	  Clement,	  Joseph	  TG	  	  Hooper,	  Ralph	  	  	  	   	   	   	  	  P	  	  Darrow,	  George	   	   42-­‐29885	  	  P	  	  Goodge,	  Donald	  	  	  	   	   42-­‐37884	  	  P	  	  Flaherty,	  Francis	   	   42-­‐31443	  N	  	  Saporta,	  Benjamin	  B	  	  Farrell,	  William	  	  P	  	  Saur	  ,	  Robert	  V.	   	   42-­‐27962	   	  CP	  	  Capobianco,	  Frank	  N	  	  Miller,	  Phil	  R.	  B	  	  Warren,	  Douglas	  N.	  TT	  	  Davis,	  Robert	  E.	  RO	  	  Brogden,	  John	  P.	  BT	  	  Prestwood,	  Harold	  F.	  LW	  	  Patterson,	  L.	  T.	  RW	  	  Keene,	  Bernard	  M.	  TG	  	  Jones,	  James	  P.	  	   	   	  
534	  Partial	  Loading	  Lists	  	  P	  	  Tucker,	  Alan	   	   42-­‐30732	  CP	  	  Briggs,	  A.	  F.	  	  P	  	  Haushalter,	  Edward	  E.	   42-­‐29751	  	  P	  	  Rogers,	  Robert	   	   42-­‐3800	  	  Schomburg,	  Wayne	  G.	   42-­‐31291	  	  P	  	  Henry,	  Daniel	   	   42-­‐29834	  	  P	  	  Larson,	  	  Austin	  G.	   	   42-­‐3118	  CP	  	  Wilson,	  Francis	  E.	  N	  	  Neff,	  Horace	  R.	  B	  	  Regan,	  George	  T.	  TT	  	  Nix,	  Edwin	  A.	  RO	  	  Trainer,	  Michael	  J.	  BT	  	  Copeland,	  Milton	  B.	  LW	  	  Crawbuck,	  Johnk	  RW	  	  Defenbaugh,	  Ross	  N.	  TG	  	  Williams,	  Alex	   	   	  	  	  


381	  Daily	  Report	  	  
11 January – Thirty-three aircraft from this command took off at 08.00 
hrs today, with the target as Oschersleben, Germany. Total distance was 
978 miles, bombing altitude 20,000 ft and temperature – 32 centigrade.  
Capt Briggs was in the lead ship, while Major Galliard took a ride in 
the weather ship and witnessed a beautiful sunrise above the overcast 
over the Channel. The dispersal of the sun’s rays by the overcast gave 
a multi-hued sky that had all the colors of a pretty fire burning 
without any motion. It was truly beautiful and worth arising at 04.00 
hrs  and missing breakfast, which I did. The assembly was normal except 
for two wings flying a collision course and the resulting divergence 
broke up both formations temporarily. We also saw two B-24 wings. The 
weather began closing in about 10.00 hrs and about 13.50 hrs the field 
was closed and it began to rain. The aircraft were diverted to 
Hardwick, Norfolk.  Eight aircraft were lost from this operation.  MIA 
532nd N/42-37962  	  




 
532nd squadron 
January, 1944 
 
11. The target for today was the fighter aircraft assembly plant at Oschersleben, the pilots being: Lts 
Hutchens, McNeill Robinson, Darrow, Goodge, Flaherty and Saur, the latter missing in action. Heavy flak 
and approx. 175 enemy aircraft were encountered. 
Twice wounded, Lt William W. Farrell, aboard "Friday 13th", picked himself up off the floor and bombed his 
objective, knocked down an enemy fighter and administered first aid to a wounded colleague, refusing 
medical treatment until the aircraft was out of danger. His explosives fell a split second before those of the 
rest of the formation. He then plugged in his oxygen hose and got back to his guns. His turret guns ran out 
of ammunition so he jumped top the nose gun and fought from that position until he again exhausted his 
ammunition. 
The pilot Lt Flaherty, had performed prodigious flying skill all through the trip, always keeping the bomber in 
its position in the formation. Back over England he found his hydraulic system shot out and, although he 
didn't know it he also had a flat tire. He made an excellent landing, nevertheless, although the flat tire 
dragged the ship off the runway and into the mud. Combat crew members of this squadron are credited with 
19 enemy aircraft destroyed. 
 
533rd squadron 
January 1944 
 
11. New combat crew assignments included: 2nd Lts Duane Townsend, (no CP) Robert E. Hassletine, (no 
N); S/Sgts Jarrett Schoepf, William K. Suchy and Sgt James O. Keesling. 
Nine ships from this squadron took part in an attack on Oschersleben, however six of the nine failed to 
return, while the remaining three landed on other bases in England.     
MIA crews: 2nd Lts  Gordon W. Crozier, Sidney B. Van Ness, George A.    Hannon, Albert F. Monaco; T/Sgt 
Clyde E. Dideum, George Balmore; S/Sgt  Robert J. Osborne, Clifford W. Easley, Gordon 
W.  Giddens   and  Walter R. Purnell. 
2nd Lts Wilfred R. Perot,  Dudley B. Jones,  Robert N. Weaver, Adelbert    Faulconer; S/Sgt  O. K. Daniels, 
John S. Jerinowski, Sgts Philip M. Ball, Walter H.   Turk,  Edwin B. Bosley   and Thomas H. Graham. 
2nd Lts Ernest M. Klein, Paul C. Chelf, S/Sgt James  Counce, 2nd Lt Louis H.    Gill; T/Sgt Howard A. Pope, 
Melvin Soderstrom, S/Sgts Stanley A.Wright, John E.    Miskin, Edward   Schuitima,  John S. Bunworth. 
2nd Lts  Billy F. Chason, Henry Mikelson, Lawrence D. Walker, Americus   Gentile; S/Sgt Robert F. 
Vollbrecht,  Carl S. Hydra, Sgts Raymond W.  Martin,   Thomas R. Cobb, Howard J. Greenwood and Steve 
A. Kudla. 
2nd Lts Matthew J.  McEvoy, Nicholas N. Nitikin, Henry I. Lipsky, F/O  William H. Ingram; S/Sgt Fred W. 
Johnson, Arthur T.  Loehrer, Sgts Weldon E.    Wittwer, Eugene J.   Kracium, S/Sgt Mack  Sexton Jr, Sgt 
Jack G. Trueblood. 
2nd Lts Donald E.  Nason, Joseph J. Byser, Athan Anagnos, Charles D.   Fiery; S/Sgt Buster T.  Harrah, 
Sgts Ralph L. Lab, Raymond C. Beus, Paul W. Stonich, John R. Lantz, George A.  Whitney. 
Capt McDaniel and four crewmen flew on a weather ship detail - but does not count as a mission! 
 
534th sq 
January 1944 
 
11. With Capt. A. F. Briggs and Lt. Tucker flying in the lead ship and leading the Group, six of our Forts took 
off at 0800 for an attack on the Ago aircraft assembly factory in Oseheraleban, Germany.  Crewmen 
reported bombing as good.  Much smoke and flame was seen to arise from the target area after bombs had 
hit.  As usual the Germans threw everything at the formations.  Many fighter attacks were experienced and 
our gunners received credit for destroying three and damaging one Nazi aircraft.  1st Lt. Kempker, Sgt. 
Elbert R. Casey and S/Sgt. Robert G. Tichy received credit for the damaged. Crew captains that took their 
aircraft to the target area: Capt. Briggs flying lead ship with Lt. Tucker, Lt. Haushelter, Lt. Rogers, Lt. 
Schomburg, Lt. Henry and Lt. Larson.  We suffered the second loss of a crew and ship this month when Lt. 
Larson and crew failed to return from this operation.  Cause for loss is yet undetermined. Listed below are 
those reported MIA. 
Larson, Austin 2nd Lt. Pilot 
Wilson, Francis E. 2nd Lt Copilot 
Neff, Horace R. 2nd Lt. Navigator 
Regan, George T. 2nd Lt. Bombardier 
Trainer, Michael J. S/Sgt. Top Turret 
Nix, Edwin A. Sgt. Ball Turret 
Copeland, Milton B. Radio Operator 
Crawbuck, John S/Sgt Waist Gunner 
Defenbaugh, Ross N. Sgt. Waist Gunner 
Williams, Alex S. Sgt. Tail Gunner 
 
535th sq 
January 1944 
11. This squadron came off fortunately in what was for the group as a whole its roughest mission in many 
weeks today, the target being an assembly plant just outside Oschersleben, and although our group's 
bombing was excellent, the best in the Division, it cost seven Forts and crews. The 535th lost none. 
 
Flak was moderate over the target, but fighters were thick there and some came straight through the Fort 
formations again and again. The group destroyed 28, of which this squadron was credited with four. 
 
Coming off the target the leading 91st BG took the formation over heavy flak installations in the lower Ruhr, 
in some of the worst off-course flying displayed by a group notorious, here at least, for their leanings in that 
direction. It was the flak that accounted for many of this group's losses, including such veterans as S/Sgt 
Robert Osborne and S/Sgt John Crawbuck, of other squadrons, both Silver Star holders. 
 
Our aircraft, finding our field was closed in by heavy cloud upon their return, landed at an assortment of 
bases throughout south-eastern England. 
 
The eight pilots of this squadron were: Lts Meyers, Pluemer, Putek, Henslin, Urban, Bartlett, Enos and 
Ridley.	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11	  January	  1944	  When	  the	  crews	  filed	  out	  of	  the	  briefing	  room	  early	  on	  the	  morning	  of	  January	  11th,	  they	  wee	  setting	  out	  on	  what	  was	  later	  described	  as	  “the	  greatest	  air	  battle	  of	  WW	  II”.	  	  The	  target	  was	  Oschersleben	  and	  there	  had	  been	  no	  indication	  that	  this	  was	  going	  to	  be	  tougher	  than	  some	  of	  the	  previous	  forays	  over	  enemy	  territory.	  	  Major	  Allison	  Brooks	  was	  Combat	  Wing	  Leader	  and	  the	  8th	  Air	  Force	  sent	  aloft	  the	  largest	  number	  of	  planes	  it	  had	  ever	  mustered	  for	  a	  single	  mission.	  	  In	  the	  course	  of	  the	  mission	  the	  Group	  encountered	  every	  type	  of	  difficulty	  –	  there	  were	  new,	  huge	  rockets,	  thee	  were	  swarms	  of	  enemy	  fighters	  that	  attacked	  for	  3	  ½	  hours,	  flak	  was	  heavier	  than	  ever	  before,	  and	  to	  make	  matters	  worse,	  the	  Group	  had	  on	  fighter	  support	  in	  the	  target	  area.	  	  The	  single	  exception	  was	  a	  lonely	  P-­‐51	  (Mustang),	  piloted	  by	  Major	  James	  Howard,	  of	  St.	  Louis,	  Captain	  Bill	  Dolan’s	  home	  town.	  	  Bill	  later	  served	  with	  James	  Howard	  and	  	  they	  became	  friends.	  	  Te	  work	  of	  Major	  Howard	  in	  the	  sky	  over	  Oschersleben	  that	  day	  was	  considered	  one	  of	  the	  	  greatest	  single	  achievements	  of	  the	  war.	  	  TIME	  MAGAZINE	  of	  January	  31st	  1944	  published	  the	  following	  story	  from	  a	  cabled	  report	  issued	  by	  the	  Group.	  	  “US	  heavy	  bombardment	  crews	  came	  back	  from	  a	  hard-­‐fought	  raid	  on	  	  Oschersleben	  laden	  full	  of	  admiration	  for	  he	  daring	  of	  an	  unknown	  fighter	  pilot	  -­‐-­‐-­‐	  a	  US	  airman	  in	  a	  Mustang	  who	  took	  on	  single	  handed	  a	  	  formation	  of	  30	  Nazi	  fighter	  planes.	  	  “Fortress	  pilots	  and	  gunners	  could	  scarcely	  believe	  their	  eyes	  as	  the	  Mustang	  flyer	  slashed	  in,	  all	  knees,	  elbows	  and	  fists,	  shooting	  and	  turning	  like	  a	  man	  possessed.	  	  Observers	  vowed	  the	  saw	  him	  knock	  down	  five	  or	  six	  German	  fighters.	  	  Said	  the	  Fortress	  formation	  leader:	  	  “It	  looked	  like	  one	  American	  against	  the	  entire	  Lluftwaffe.	  He	  was	  over	  us,	  across	  the	  formation	  and	  around	  it.	  For	  sheer	  determination	  and	  guts	  it	  was	  the	  greatest	  exhibition	  I	  have	  ever	  seen.”	  	  The	  bomber	  crew	  who	  saw	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  combat	  lost	  sight	  of	  the	  Mustang	  in	  a	  dive.	  	  It	  seem	  little	  better	  than	  a	  1	  –	  in	  –	  100	  chance	  that	  such	  gallantry	  could	  have	  survived	  such	  odds.	  	  8th	  Air	  Force	  Intelligence	  Officers	  found	  that	  the	  odds	  had	  been	  cheated.	  	  Last	  week	  they	  identified	  the	  Mustang	  pilot	  as	  Major	  James	  H.	  Brown,	  of	  St.	  Louis.	  	  What	  was	  more,	  Major	  Howard	  had	  landed	  at	  his	  British	  base	  unscratched,	  even	  his	  chip	  had	  emerged	  from	  the	  maelstrom	  of	  Messerschmits	  with	  nothing	  worse	  than	  one	  bullet	  hole	  in	  the	  wing.	  	  Correspondents	  who	  interviewed	  Major	  Howard	  found	  no	  daredevil	  youngster,	  but	  a	  lanky,	  quiet-­‐spoken,	  30	  year	  old	  veteran	  air	  fighter	  with	  thinning	  reddis	  hair,	  and	  a	  slow	  smile.	  	  The	  also	  found	  that	  the	  one-­‐man-­‐air-­‐formation’s	  private	  war	  with	  the	  Luftwaffe	  had	  lasted	  for	  about	  30	  minutes,	  and	  included	  at	  least	  five	  combats	  with	  individual	  Nazi	  planes	  within	  the	  pattern	  of	  the	  general	  melee.	  
	  Flying	  long	  range	  protection	  of	  the	  bombers,	  Howard’s	  flight	  had	  attacked	  enemy	  fighter,	  and	  after	  the	  first	  encounter	  he	  found	  himself	  alone	  and	  near	  the	  forward	  box	  of	  Fortresses	  just	  coming	  under	  heavy	  attack	  by	  twin	  and	  single-­‐engine	  fighters.	  	  Major	  Howard	  was	  embarrassed	  by	  his	  fame.	  	  “I’d	  just	  see	  one,	  give	  him	  a	  squirt	  and	  go	  up	  again,	  look	  around,	  sea	  another,	  give	  him	  a	  squirt	  ,	  and	  go	  up	  again,	  look	  around	  and	  repeat!	  	  There	  were	  a	  lot	  of	  them	  around	  and	  it	  was	  just	  a	  matter	  of	  shooting	  at	  them.	  	  In	  the	  mix-­‐up	  Howard	  hauled	  out	  every	  rick	  in	  the	  book,	  among	  them	  “chopping	  the	  throttle”	  (to	  slow	  down	  abruptly)	  and	  dropping	  flaps	  (to	  turn	  a	  tighter	  circle).	  	  He	  began	  with	  all	  four	  guns	  going,	  finally	  was	  reduced	  to	  one.	  	  He	  wound	  up	  his	  day,	  all	  ammunition	  spent,	  scaring	  off	  a	  rocket-­‐carrying	  Dornier	  217	  by	  plane	  bluff,	  and	  then	  scooted	  for	  home.	  	  Howard	  learned	  how	  to	  fight	  from	  a	  top-­‐grade	  teacher.	  	  Originally	  a	  Pensecola	  Navy	  flyer,	  he	  resigned	  his	  commission	  to	  join	  the	  A.V.G	  Flying	  Tigers	  in	  China	  under	  Major	  General	  Claire	  Chennault.	  	  He	  found	  good	  company,	  then	  became	  a	  Squadron	  Leader	  in	  six	  months,	  shoe	  down	  six	  Japs.	  	  When	  his	  China	  term	  was	  up	  he	  came	  home	  rail-­‐thin	  from	  dengue	  fever,	  took	  three	  months	  leave,	  then	  went	  back	  to	  war,	  his	  time	  with	  the	  Army	  Air	  Force.	  	  Modest	  Major	  Howard’s	  combat	  report	  last	  week	  claimed	  only	  two	  planes	  destroyed,	  two	  probable	  and	  one	  damaged.	  	  But	  the	  Confirmation	  Board	  which	  passes	  on	  his	  reports	  may	  have	  the	  unusual	  duty	  of	  revising	  a	  victory	  upward.	  Shop-­‐taling	  airmen	  in	  London	  this	  week	  understand	  that	  Major	  Howard	  was	  being	  recommended	  for	  the	  Congressional	  Medal	  of	  Honor.”	  	  The	  formation	  leader	  quoted	  in	  the	  above	  story	  was	  Major	  Allison	  Brooks.	  	  Howard’s	  story	  was	  on	  everyone’s	  lips	  returning	  from	  the	  mission.	  	  The	  operation	  itself	  was	  almost	  dwarfed	  by	  his	  valorous	  actions.	  	  The	  big	  trouble	  started	  over	  the	  Zuydeer	  Zee.	  	  The	  Germans	  evidently	  believing	  it	  to	  be	  the	  	  first	  daylight	  mission	  against	  Berlin,	  sent	  every	  fighter	  plane	  against	  the	  8th’s	  Armada	  of	  Forts	  and	  Libs	  that	  could	  be	  made	  airborne.	  	  For	  the	  next	  3	  ½	  hours	  the	  battles	  went	  on	  without	  pause	  -­‐-­‐-­‐	  a	  fight	  in	  which	  some	  2.000	  planes	  and	  nearly	  10,000	  men	  wage	  the	  fiercest	  engagement	  ever	  seen	  in	  the	  skies.	  	  In	  terms	  of	  aerial	  warfare,	  it	  represented	  the	  full	  development	  of	  a	  scale	  and	  pattern	  of	  attack	  and	  counterattack	  that	  equaled	  a	  great	  naval	  engagement.	  	  The	  Germans	  even	  employed	  “balloon	  mines”	  –	  a	  sort	  of	  aerial	  bomb	  fastened	  to	  he	  end	  of	  a	  cable	  towed	  by	  advance	  planes.	  The	  objective	  was	  to	  pull	  hese	  mines	  into	  the	  American	  formations,	  then	  release	  them	  and	  let	  them	  explode	  automatically.	  	  
The	  401st	  was	  in	  the	  thick	  of	  the	  fight	  and	  each	  crew	  landing	  had	  stories	  to	  tell	  that	  could	  have	  filled	  many	  books.	  	  Sg.	  James	  R.	  Hamilton,	  a	  tail	  gunner	  on	  Lt.	  Fred	  D.	  Grinham’s	  crew,	  emerged	  as	  the	  No.	  1	  hero	  of	  the	  Group,	  when,	  although	  wounded	  by	  a	  20	  mm	  shell	  	  which	  creased	  his	  skull	  and	  pierced	  his	  ear,	  stuck	  o	  his	  guns	  and	  drove	  off	  repeated	  enemy	  attacks	  at	  the	  rear	  of	  his	  plane.	  	  The	  plane	  had	  straggle	  when	  flak	  destroyed	  the	  No.	  4	  engine.	  	  He	  was	  officially	  credited	  with	  three	  enemy	  aircraft	  destroyed,	  but	  his	  crew	  insisted	  that	  he	  downed	  8	  and	  possibly	  10.	  	  The	  heat	  of	  battle,	  the	  feverish	  activity	  and	  the	  inability	  to	  adjudge	  specific	  times,	  angles	  of	  attack,	  etc.,	  precluded	  the	  submittal	  of	  full	  claims.	  	  Lt.	  Grinham,	  his	  pilot	  said:	  	  “We	  would	  never	  have	  been	  able	  to	  reach	  England	  if	  he	  had’nt	  been	  cracking	  away	  at	  those	  crazy	  fighters.	  	  He	  was	  practically	  out	  on	  his	  feet,	  covered	  with	  blood,	  and	  those	  Jerries	  picked	  on	  us	  for	  3	  hours	  because	  they	  figured	  our	  plane	  was	  a	  dead	  duck	  when	  the	  flak	  hit	  us.	  	  Hamilton	  saved	  the	  day.”	  	  The	  Governor	  of	  Kentucky	  and	  Senator	  Albert	  B.	  “Happy”	  Chandler	  sent	  respectively	  a	  cable	  and	  letter	  of	  congratulations	  to	  Sgt.	  Hamilton.	  	  Lt	  George	  F.	  Bingham,	  pilot,	  and	  Lt.	  Francis	  W.	  Hoad,	  co-­‐pilot,	  landed	  their	  plane	  on	  automatic	  pilot	  when	  two	  cables,	  on	  connected	  to	  the	  elevator	  and	  one	  connected	  to	  the	  rudder,	  were	  shot	  away.	  	  Lt	  Bingham	  ordered	  eight	  of	  the	  crew	  to	  bail	  out	  and	  he	  and	  Lt.	  Hoad	  set	  the	  plane	  down	  without	  mishap.	  	  Their	  feat	  was	  regarded	  as	  “just	  something	  that	  can’t	  be	  done”	  by	  their	  fellow	  pilots	  at	  that	  time.	  	  S/Sgt.	  Earl	  L.	  Keohler,	  a	  waist	  gunner,	  distinguished	  himself	  on	  board	  the	  plane	  piloted	  by	  Lt.	  Donald	  V.	  Kirkhuff.	  	  Knocked	  unconscious	  when	  flak	  pierced	  his	  back,	  he	  recovered	  and	  insisted	  that	  the	  other	  waist	  gunner	  refrain	  from	  informing	  Lt.	  Kirkhuff	  over	  the	  interphone	  of	  his	  injury.	  	  Lt.	  Kirkuff’s	  crew	  claimed	  9	  enemy	  fighters	  on	  this	  mission	  and	  S/Sgt.	  Keohler’s	  guns	  continued	  to	  blaze	  as	  they	  fought	  their	  way	  back	  home.	  	  On	  this	  mission	  to	  Oschersleben	  the	  Group	  was	  credited	  with	  26	  enemy	  aircraft	  destroyed,	  15	  probables	  and	  29	  damaged.	  	  The	  401st	  lost	  four	  crews	  on	  the	  mission,	  they	  were,	  Capt.	  J.H.	  Foster’s,	  Lt.	  S.G.	  Nason’s,	  Lt.	  H.J.	  Chapman’s	  and	  Lt.	  D.C.	  Sprecher’s.	  	  















































































































